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Amy Henderson, Tulsa Oilers Hockey
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HIGHLIGHTS THE REALITY OF

PERCEPTION

As the state legislative session drew to a
close, multiple policy decisions were mocked
throughout the national news media. Mosaic
issued a call for citizens and policymakers
alike to be cognizant of the amount of
negative earned media presented throughout
the country related to the state of Oklahoma.
In a two-day period, approximately $8.2
million in negative messaging appeared
throughout news outlets across the U.S.
related to policy decisions being made at the
Oklahoma State Capitol. The graphic above
was promoted digitally online and shared by
dozens of supporters.

Ash Etwardo, Ash Etwardo Shelter Insurance
Carolyn Burns, Seeking Systems 4 Wellness
Chris Barton, Osage Casino
Deb Karstens, Benjamin Realty
Lindsay Morris, Saint Simeon’s
Marvin Krueger, Melaleuca, Inc.
Nicolas Stolusky, Tulsa Zoo Management
Rick Thomas, Donohue Commercial Services
Stacie Cato, Saint Francis Community Services
APRIL VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH
Marvin Krueger, Melaleuca, Inc.
Rick Thomas, Donohue Commercial Services
APRIL QUOTA MASTERS
Andrea Boyea
Bob White, Plan Benefit Analysts, a division of
HUB International
Carl Novara, Novara Insurance Agency
Deb Karstens, Benjamin Realty
Jill Pratt, J.D. Young
John Voegele, IHelpTulsa.Com
Joy Kelly, Spirit Bank
Lindsey Jensen, St. Gregory’s University

Chris Wylie

Communications Manager
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To advertise in the Chamber Report email
karenhumphrey@tulsachamber.com
or call 918.560.0250.
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WHEN NO PART OF
TULSA IS NEGLECTED, THE
ENTIRE CITY BENEFITS

Socially Speaking...
@TulsaChamber

Tulsa Regional Chamber
Tulsa, OK
Mar. 23, 2016 Tulsa Regional Chamber
Our first Monthly Capitol Session of the 2016
Legislative Session is underway. Today's luncheon is
highlighting criminal justice reform in Oklahoma.

Apr. 5, 2016 Tulsa Regional Chamber
Elections are about choice and the citizens
of Tulsa have chosen progress. We are
thrilled that Tulsa voters approved all three
propositions of the Vision Tulsa package as
well as the Tulsa County proposition.

Apr. 12, 2016 Tulsa Regional Chamber
The Honorable Mayor Dewey F. Bartlett
joined us this evening to celebrate the Tulsa
region's achievements through the Tulsa's
Future II program at the Tulsa's Future
Annual Meeting.

TulsaChamber 24 Mar 2016
"Today’s SEC filing by Energy Transfer Equity will be devastating to the entire state
of Oklahoma..." Read more http://bit.ly/1Zwoajg

TulsaChamber 5 Apr 2016
We are thrilled voters approved all 3 propositions of the Vision package as well as
the Tulsa County proposition!

TulsaChamber 21 Apr 2016
Regional leaders hosting the Founder of
Tempus Global Data on the future of big data
and weather forecasting.

TulsaChamber 27 Apr 2016
Today we have a group of Chamber staff
and TSBC members attending the Lt. Gov's
Small Business Day at the Capitol.

Apr. 19, 2016 Tulsa Regional Chamber
More than 65 regional business and
community leaders have come together
to advocate on behalf of northeast
Oklahoma's top priorities at the
Chamber's Washington D.C. Fly-In.

TulsaChamber 27 Apr 2016
We're thrilled multiple bills on criminal
justice reform, a OneVoice priority, have
been signed by Gov. Fallin.
TulsaChamber 9 May 2016
"A talented workforce is North East Oklahoma's greatest asset... Education is
Economic development." #TulsaStateofEd

Apr. 22, 2016 Tulsa Regional Chamber
Our member relations manager, Niccole
Ferguson, wrote an article about her experience
at ACCE's National Sales Conference for ACCE's
quarterly magazine! Congrats!

TulsaChamber 11 May 2016
Partners in Education Awards @TulsaChamber
@TulsaSchools BTW talented students singing
from Lion King! #successTPS

Apr. 30, 2016 Tulsa Regional Chamber
The Tulsa's Young Professionals are fixing to kick off
Street Cred! Stay tuned for all of the excitement!

@TULSACHAMBER

May 3, 2016 Tulsa Regional Chamber
The Tulsa business community stands in solidarity with educators emphasizing
the importance of prioritizing education funding during the last three weeks of
legislative session. These funding cuts have a painful impact in the short term,
and hinder our region's future economic prosperity.

May 9, 2016 Tulsa Regional Chamber
We have kicked off the 2016
#TulsaStateofEd with speakers Dr.
Deborah Gist, Dr. Steve Tiger and Dr.
Steve Turner.

April 30

We are excited to kick off Street CRED 66! @typros
are working to make Tulsa a better place to live,
work & play.

May 9

The #TulsaStateofEducation luncheon focuses on the
importance of all components of education in the
state of Oklahoma.

RE-IMAGINING
HISTORIC ROUTE 66
TYPROS CELEBRATES THE HISTORY
OF THE MOTHER ROAD
AND ENVISIONS ITS FUTURE
The legacy of Route 66 hearkens back to a
golden age in Tulsa’s history. Flush with oil
money and rapidly expanding in population and size, the city benefitted immeasurably from its location along America’s
Main Street during the height of the
highway’s popularity. Neon-illuminated
motels, pre-WWII service stations and
some of the city’s oldest surviving commercial buildings greeted motorists along
the aptly nicknamed Will Rogers Highway.
Vacationers en route to the golden coasts
of California meandered through the small
towns and urban hubs dotting Route 66’s
400-mile stretch in Oklahoma. Regional
commerce flourished from the enhanced
connectivity with Amarillo, Springfield and
St. Louis.
However, once-major thoroughfares of the
original U.S. Highway System saw a sharp
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decline in usage during the 1960s, eventually bypassed entirely with the advent of
interstates and turnpikes. That decline,
formalized by the official decommissioning
of U.S. 66 in 1985, left behind hundreds of
ghost towns scattered across the country.
Tulsa’s portion of the iconic Mother Road,
now traversed as 11th Street, shared a
similar fate.
Not content to resign that legacy, Tulsa’s
Young Professionals seized upon a renewed
interest in Route 66 heritage for Street
Cred, the organization’s annual community
redevelopment initiative. Past locations
for the block party-style event include the
Pearl District, Red Fork and the southern
half of downtown. These temporary demonstrations combine imagination and creativity with elbow grease and volunteerism
to showcase the potential of neglected or

under-utilized neighborhoods. This year,
TYPros selected the mile-and-a-half of
11th Street between Delaware and Peoria
for Street Cred: 66, its most geographically ambitious event to date.
Rather than invade several city blocks with
an army of volunteers for one day, TYPros
members spend months before each
Street Cred meeting and planning with
area stakeholders to gain an understanding of the site’s unique challenges and opportunities. Supporting the existing revitalization efforts along 11th Street proved
no different, as dozens of neighborhood
associations, community organizations and
business owners have made substantial,
intentional progress toward the common
goal of a restored Route 66.
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transportation. The organization has been a consistent, vocal advocate of
enhanced transit options,
touting the economic
and social benefits of improved connectivity for
the entire city. Regional
transportation planners
eye 11th Street, a major
east-west thoroughfare bisecting Tulsa, as critical to the development of any citywide transit programs.
For Street Cred: 66, TYPros coordinated
the simulation of two such plans.

66

Street Cred: 66, held on Saturday, April
30, complimented and amplified the work
of these stakeholder partners. Rather than
offer a centrally-planned slate of activities, Street Cred: 66 encouraged visitors
to explore the corridor’s businesses and
neighborhoods and see for themselves all
that 11th Street has to offer. TYPros volunteers spent two weekends leading up to
the event beautifying the area – cleaning
debris, planting flowers and preparing
abandoned buildings to host local retail.
Volunteers also designed, planned and
programmed a pop-up Route 66 museum,
complete with displays from the Tulsa Historical Society, the Sand Springs Historical
and Cultural Museum and the personal
collection of Route 66 historian Michael
Wallis.
To further reinforce the corridor’s momentum and envision future possibilities
that incorporate Route 66’s past, TYPros
focused on demonstrating for 11th Street
a key policy priority of its members:

6
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Working with the City of Tulsa, TYPros
initiated a weeklong demonstration leading up to Street Cred: 66 of the GO Plan,
a regional bicycle and pedestrian master
plan. This simulation involved narrowing vehicular traffic along the designated
stretch of 11th Street for the installation of
temporary bike lanes, allowing Tulsans to
see firsthand how the plan’s implementation might work in the future.
As hoped, hundreds of individual cyclists
and several cycling organizations took advantage of the opportunity to ride historic
Route 66. During Street Cred: 66 itself, the
University of Tulsa provided bike rentals to
event attendees, and the Tulsa Foundation
for Architecture provided bike tours of historical sites within the event’s boundaries.
The most impressive use of the bike
lanes came from Tulsa Public Schools’
afterschool Bike Club, as more than 120

students from six different school sites
rode the route for their end-of-year rally.
The Chamber’s Partners In Education program helped coordinate logistics for the
ride, with additional support from Family
and Children’s Services, the University of
Tulsa, Two Men and a Truck, the Tulsa Police Department and dozens of volunteers.
In addition to the GO Plan, Street Cred: 66
also showcased the 11th Street Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) line approved by voters in
the Vision Tulsa sales tax package. This
enhanced service provided by Tulsa Transit
shuttled Street Cred: 66 attendees along
the entire corridor with pickup times only
15 minutes apart. By approving Proposition 2 of Vision Tulsa, voters made critical
investments in the city’s public transportation: 30 percent of Tulsa’s residents
and 35 percent of the city’s jobs will soon
have BRT service within a ten-minute walk.
Combined with seven-day service and
dedicated loops in downtown and midtown, the BRT program will enable greater
access to all parts of the city for all Tulsans.
With a rich and storied past, Route 66 is
solidified as an international icon. In Tulsa,
its potential to evolve from an auto-centric
road to a multi-modal destination brings
enormous economic and cultural potential. As Street Cred demonstrates, when no
part of Tulsa is neglected, the entire city
benefits. Thoughtful redevelopment and
investment will ensure that Tulsa benefits
from its affiliation with historic Route 66.

CYRUS S. AVERY
FATHER OF ROUTE 66

Tulsa’s claim to Route 66 predates even the highway itself: Cyrus Avery, the
noted Tulsa businessman and transportation advocate, championed the creation of the U.S. Highway System in the 1920s. As a county commissioner,
Avery worked with a Tulsa Chamber of Commerce committee to successfully
pass a $200,000 bond for the construction of a bridge over the Arkansas River. The 11th Street bridge, completed in 1916 and later adopted into Route
66, became the first reinforced concrete bridge in the state. Avery joined the
Chamber two years later, and served as its chair in 1933.

TULSACHAMBER.COM | THE CHAMBER REPORT
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BMX TO
HEADQUARTER
IN TULSA
On April 5, 2016, Tulsans overwhelmingly passed Vision
Tulsa, which included $15 million for the construction of
a National Track Stadium and USA BMX National Headquarters. On April 6, the American Bicycle Association and
USA BMX formally announced their plans to move to Tulsa,
bringing more than 35 jobs and $10 million in additional
economic impact to northeast Oklahoma.

Tulsa hosts NCAA Division I Men’s &
Women’s Tennis Championship

The Tulsa Sports Commission and the University of Tulsa were excited to bring the NCAA Division I Men’s and Women’s Tennis
Championship to the Michael D. Case Tennis Center on May 19 – 30. This was only the second time that both men and women
have competed at the same time at the facility.
The facility welcomed 16 men’s and women’s teams for the team championship, 64 men’s players and 64 women’s players
competing of the individual title and 32 men’s and women’s doubles teams for the doubles championship. These teams
were from all over the nation, traveling to Oklahoma for two weeks of play.
The Tulsa Sports Commission hosted the players for the Players’ Banquet May 18 at
Cain’s Ballroom. The event featured Burn Co Barbeque and the local band Soundsquatch as entertainment.
Despite inclement weather, the tournament went smoothly, relying on indoor facilities and weather backup plans. Teams played through Tuesday, May 24, with Stanford beating out Oklahoma State University for the women’s team title and Virginia
beating the University of Oklahoma for the men’s team title. Singles and Double
play began May 25 playing through May 30 with a large field of competitors.
The event was a huge success and the Tulsa Sports Commission would
like to thank the dedicated team at the University of Tulsa and all the
generous partners for helping to provide a world-class facility and
experience for the event.

FEATURED MUSICIAN
Mark Gibson released his most recent album “Blue Eyed Soul” on Saturday,
May 21, at Soul City in Tulsa. Mark is known around town for his Motown/blues/
pop/rock sound, and is a past Tulsa Boom Factory at SXSW alum for Tulsa FMAC.
His album is available on iTunes, and his website MarkGibsonMusic.com Twitter/
Instagram: @MGibsonMusic
FOLLOW THE TULSA OFFICE OF FILM, MUSIC,
ARTS & CULTURE AT @TULSAFMAC FOR MORE HIGHLIGHTS!
8
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Bicycle Motocross racing has deep roots in Oklahoma. The
Tulsa County Expo Center and Fairgrounds have hosted
the largest BMX races ever held. Annually, the USA BMX
Grand National is held over Thanksgiving weekend, and it
continues to grow every year. While the Grand National will
remain a fixture in Tulsa, voters have now paved the way for
Tulsa to become the epicenter of BMX racing.
“The passage of Vision Tulsa is not only a huge leap forward for Tulsa, but for the strong partnership between
the American Bicycle Association, USA BMX and our community,” said Ray Hoyt, President, VisitTulsa, Tulsa Sports
Commission and The Tulsa Office of Film, Music, Arts &
Culture. “Their announcement today delivers on the promise made to voters in Vision Tulsa, and is a key first step in
our efforts to bring more visitors and large-scale events
to northeast Oklahoma. We couldn’t be more excited to
welcome this phenomenal organization and its employees
to our hometown.”
The plans for the new National Track Stadium and USA
BMX National Headquarters include a training center for
Bicycle Motocross (BMX) athletes and office space for the
USA BMX national headquarters at the former Drillers Stadium. It develops a key portion of Expo Square that has
been underutilized for many years.

“We are thrilled to make our new home
in Tulsa. We have always had a very good
relationship with the City of Tulsa and Tulsa
County and look forward to making this
project a reality. With the passage of Vision
Tulsa, planning for the new headquarters
will now begin in earnest. “
Bernard Anderson, CEO of USA BMX
Many of the concept drawings, plans and ideas were developed prior to the passage of Vision Tulsa. Now those concepts will be turned into construction plans and timelines
as the next phase of the project begins. While the site has
been determined, there is still a lot of work to do before
USA BMX moves its operation to Tulsa.
TULSACHAMBER.COM | THE CHAMBER REPORT
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70 regional business and
community leaders join Tulsa
Regional Chamber for three
days of advocacy in D.C.

The Tulsa region’s OneVoice coalition traveled to Washington D.C. with 70 local business and community leaders April 18-20 to
lobby Oklahoma’s federal delegation and
advocate on behalf of the Tulsa region and
state of Oklahoma.
“Over the past nine years, the Tulsa Regional Chamber has been fortunate to work
with a regional coalition that proactively
engages government entities to advance
Tulsa and its surrounding communities,”
said Jeff Dunn, Tulsa Regional Chamber
Board Chair and president and CEO of Mill
Creek Lumber & Supply Company.
“The Washington D.C. Fly In is vital for
fostering collaborative relationships with
Oklahoma’s federal elected officials to work
together to better the Tulsa region through
business-friendly legislation,” he added.
“We were fortunate this year to be joined
by representatives from Tulsa County, Rogers County, Broken Arrow, Jenks, Owasso,
Bixby, Claremore, Sand Springs, Collinsville,
and Mannford, as well as business leaders
from across northeast Oklahoma.”
The Tulsa contingent spent three days
holding meetings and briefings at the U.S.
Capitol, where business leaders spoke with
all seven members of Oklahoma’s congressional delegation in favor of maintenance
for the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigational System, positioning Tulsa for F-35
operations, the fair enforcement of sales
and use tax collections for online purchases, and other key priority items on the 2016

Regional OneVoice Legislative Agenda.
Regional business and community leaders
also attended a private reception and small
group dinners with members of Oklahoma’s
federal delegation and their staffs.
“Transportation and infrastructure, national
security and the Air National Guard, and
collection of online sales/use taxes are
among ten critical priority areas we addressed with our delegation. In addition,
we shared with others outside the delegation how these issues are impactful to business and the growth of our region,” said
Stuart Solomon, vice-chair of government
affairs for the Tulsa Regional Chamber and
president and COO of the Public Service
Company of Oklahoma. “We also thanked
our delegation for their strong support of
two OneVoice priorities that have already
been accomplished: passage of a multiyear surface transportation bill to fund our
state’s crumbling highway infrastructure,
and lifting the export ban on crude oil – a
critical step to allow our energy companies
to compete on an international level. We
are fortunate to have strong leadership
from our delegation on both issues.”
The ten items on the Regional OneVoice
federal agenda have already seen some
successes this year. In addition to the items
mentioned above, the region celebrated
victories with the passage of the Elementary and Secondary Act and progress being
made to position Tulsa for F-35 operations.
All members of Oklahoma’s congressional
delegation voiced their support and commitment to help the 138th Fighter Wing for

selection as an operating location for the
next generation of fighter aircraft, the F-35
Lighting II.
“You do not have any delegation that is trying harder to make that (the F-35 in Tulsa) a
reality than in Oklahoma,” said U.S. Senator
Jim Inhofe.
Oklahoma legislators also applauded the
work the region has done to positively position Tulsa for selection for the F-35.
“No one can say when it comes time for
the F-35 that Tulsa does not have community support,” said U.S. Representative Jim
Bridenstine.
Regional leaders also advocated for passage of the Marketplace Fairness Act or
other federal legislation which will ensure
that the sales and use taxes already owed
from online purchases are fairly and effectively reported, collected and remitted.
Multiple members of Oklahoma’s federal
delegation said that this is not a new tax
that would be implemented, and the problem behind this issue lies within the collection and enforcement of sales tax payment.
“This issue is hard to explain, and in a political year, people do not want to explain it,
but that is why I am up here, it is my job,”
said U.S. Representative Markwayne Mullin.
“I am all in,” he added.
Another popular topic throughout the
briefings was the upcoming presidential
election and the impact the election season
will have at the Capitol.
“Next year in the Senate, it will be more
important than ever that Republicans and
Democrats work together to get things
done,” said U.S. Senator James Lankford.
These legislative issues are part of the 2016
Regional OneVoice Legislative Agenda.
The 2016 OneVoice Legislative Agenda is
endorsed by 70 regional entities and has
become a well-respected resource for legislators, elected officials, constituents and
regional partners.
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OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE REACHES SINE DIE FOR 2016 SESSION

2016 ONEVOICE PRIORITIES IMPACTED AFTER LEGISLATIVE SESSION

A note from Mike

The 2016 Regional OneVoice Legislative Agenda enjoyed some success in the 2016 Legislative Session, with key victories such as adult beverage
modernization and marketplace fairness legislation earning support at the State Capitol. However, missed opportunities to tackle the state’s longstanding challenges amid a large budget deficit led to disappointing results for other OneVoice priorities.

The House and Senate have formally adjourned Sine Die, bringing the
2016 legislative session to a close. In this week’s Legislative Update, I
wanted to share some of my initial thoughts.
From the onset, we knew this legislative session would be immensely
challenging. Crafting a budget that deals with Oklahoma's $1.3 billion
budget shortfall was no small feat, and we appreciate the time and
work that legislators put into this effort.
In many ways, this year yielded a patchwork of band-aids instead of
real, long-term solutions to Oklahoma’s challenges. Our state did
little to address Oklahoma’s education crisis: our schools will continue
struggling to attract and retain teachers, and cuts to higher education
and career tech pose a significant threat to our state’s ability to
train the next generation of workers. The passage of $200 million in
transportation bonds helped patch the budget hole, but de-funding
ODOT’s Eight Year Plan and county road and bridge programs halts the
progress we’ve made to address Oklahoma’s crumbling infrastructure.
We temporarily staved off large Medicaid provider reimbursement
cuts that would have crippled our health care network, but legislators
failed to pass the Medicaid Rebalancing Act – a proposal the statewide
business community championed as a conservative solution to the
health care challenges that have long held our economy back. Because
of this, we’ve missed a key opportunity to reduce uncompensated
care, prevent cost-shifting to businesses and provide coverage to more
working Oklahomans.
At the same time, we did see real successes in 2016 – successes which
represent top priorities on the Tulsa Regional Chamber's OneVoice
legislative agenda, in addition to the culmination of years of hard work
by key stakeholders and our political leaders. Governor Fallin and
legislators took substantial steps forward this session on modernizing
Oklahoma’s antiquated adult beverage laws; reforming our broken
criminal justice system; protecting local retailers through equal
enforcement and collection of taxes; simplifying high school graduation
requirements; and enabling tourism-based improvement districts to
strengthen Oklahoma’s third-largest industry.
We know now that 2017 will be equally as challenging as the year we
just finished. It will require even greater effort to bring these larger
solutions to fruition. The time to begin working to address existing and
new challenges – with meaningful, long-term solutions – is now. I hope
you’ll join us in that effort.
Mike Neal
President and CEO, Tulsa Regional Chamber

Below is a list of the legislative priorities developed through last year’s OneVoice process and a synopsis of where they stand at the conclusion of
the 2016 legislative session.

EDUCATED & HEALTHY WORKFORCE
Address the teacher shortage:
With a nearly three percent budget cut to
the State Department of Education, support for teachers failed to coalesce around
a solution for teacher salaries – leaving
Oklahoma’s educators among the lowest
paid in the nation, and our school districts
struggling to recruit and retain talented
individuals. However, legislators passed
seven policy bills that emerged from the
Oklahoma State Department of Education
teacher shortage task force aimed to help
tackle the problem of teacher retention in
Oklahoma. All measure were subsequently
signed into law by Governor Fallin.
Expand Insure Oklahoma:
Legislators failed to pass the Medicaid
Rebalancing Act, which would have broadened health coverage under Insure Oklahoma in what was hailed as a conservative,
free market solution to the health care challenges that have long held our economy
back. Because of this, Oklahoma missed a
key opportunity to reduce uncompensated
care, prevent cost-shifting to businesses
and provide coverage to more working
Oklahomans. The failure of this legislation
is one of the greatest missed opportunities
of the 2016 legislative session.
Simplify graduation requirements:
With the passage of HB 3218, instructing
the State Department of Education to look
for a nationally-recognized test to replace
Oklahoma’s high-stakes end of instruction
testing, the state made great progress toward simplifying graduation requirements
in 2016. The Department’s recommendations are subject to legislative approval
next year, however. The Chamber is committed to monitoring this issue as a solution
is drafted and considered.
Fund behavioral health and substance
abuse services:
Behavioral health and substance abuse saw
significant cuts in the final budget. The Department of Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Services received a 4.66 percent
reduction from FY16 appropriations —
although this was a slight increase over
what the mental health department actually received following the revenue failures.
Oklahoma currently has one of the nation’s
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highest rates of adult mental illness but
spends less per-capita on treatment than
most states, and the FY17 funding level
does not address this disparity.
Health care workforce expansion:
The Physician Manpower Training Commission (PMTC) saw a budget reduction this
legislative session, reducing the capacity of
this program to train much-needed physicians. Fortunately, progress was made in
the policy arena. SB 1179 allows the PMTC
Medical Loan Repayment Program to accept private funds; HB 2842 allows Oklahoma to join the Interstate Nursing Licensure
Compact; and HB 2547 will expand the use
of telemedicine by repealing the Informed
Consent provision of the Telemedicine Act.

BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE CRITICAL
TO BUSINESS
Defend existing road funding:
To assist in balancing the budget, the state
legislature passed $200 million in transportation bonds. While these helped ensure
that all or nearly all announced projects in
the Eight Year Plan would continue to receive funding, the Oklahoma Department
of Transportation’s budget was reduced
by more than 16 percent, or nearly $30
million, with additional reductions made
to the County Improvements for Roads
and Bridges Fund that supports county
infrastructure. These deep cuts will clearly
hinder the progress that has been made
to repair Oklahoma's crumbling roads and
bridges in recent years, and may slow the
success of ODOT’s Eight Year Plan. Current
projects under the Eight Year Plan will still
be completed, but could face delays or
changes in scope.
Build the Gilcrease Expressway:
We did not see any movement on this priority this session. The original master plan for
the expressway was created more than 50
years ago. Currently, the outer loop on Tulsa's northwest side is the only portion of the
planned system which remains incomplete.
Completing this leg of the expressway is
vital to providing access and connections
for businesses and activity in the region,
supporting economic growth, relieving
traffic congestion problems and improving public safety. We continue to work with
ODOT, the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority,
the City of Tulsa, Tulsa County, INCOG and

others to ensure the Gilcrease Expressway
is an integral part of the announced Driving
Forward plan.

ENSURING A PROSPEROUS ECONOMY
Criminal justice reform:
This priority saw significant success this session. Oklahoma legislators and Governor
Fallin took great steps in reforming our
broken criminal justice system by passing
all four of the measures listed below.
HB 2472, Rep. Pam Peterson: Gives district
attorneys discretion to decide whether to
file a criminal offense as a misdemeanor or
a felony, except for the most serious crimes.
HB 2751, Rep. Pam Peterson: Increases
felony property crime threshold from $500
to $1000.
HB 2479, Rep. Pam Peterson: Adjusts mandatory minimum and maximum sentences
for felony drug possession.
HB 2753, Rep. Pam Peterson: Expands
availability of community sentencing and
drug court.
Modernizing Oklahoma's adult
beverage laws:
Modernizing Oklahoma’s adult beverage
laws was a key success this legislative session, with the culmination of more than 18
months of work. The passage of SJR 68 and
SB 383 together will transform the state's
adult beverage laws. Voters will now have
final say on the issue on the November ballot. These measures would allow grocery
stores to sell strong point beer and wine,
and allow liquor stores to sell cold beer and
a limited number of non-alcoholic items.
Municipal funding diversification:
Although wholesale funding diversification remains a distant prospect, progress
was made in ensuring municipalities are
adequately funded. A key victory was the
passage of the Oklahoma Retail Protection
Act. A OneVoice priority for more than five
years, this legislation will ensure that the
sales and use taxes already owed from online purchases are fairly and effectively reported, collected and remitted. In addition,
HB 3126 by Rep. Josh Cockroft and Sen.
Jason Smalley increases 911 wireless fees to
an amount that will cover the cost of providing the service to citizens. This represents a
major victory for municipalities.
TULSACHAMBER.COM | THE CHAMBER REPORT
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Spotlight:

TULSASBC.COM

SMALL BUSINESS
CONNECTION
Grab your business cards and get your business pitch ready! At Minute Marketing you can make new contacts and expand
your business while meeting a number of business representatives. You will also have the opportunity to hear a small business
success story from different businesses in the region.

July 12, Renaissance Hotel & Convention Center
Success story: Eric Marshall, Marshall Brewing
Sept. 6, Marriott Tulsa Southern Hills
Success story: Sunny Patel, 3S Hospitality
Nov. 1, Wyndham Hotel – Tulsa
Success story: Stephanie Elder, Gallant Background Checks
Presenting Sponsor

RECEIVE $5 OFF PRE-REGISTRATION COST FOR JULY!
$20 for members | $40 for non-members | 7:30 – 9:00 a.m.
For more information call 918.560.0212
or email events@tulsachamber.com.
Register at www.tulsachamber.com.

Host Sponsor

DJ PATTERSON
EcoGreen Mobile Detailing, LLC
How long have you been a small business owner? 7 years
What made you decide to open your small business? I saw

a need for convenience in the auto detailing industry, an industry
that I had a tremendous amount of experience in prior to creating
my business. Traditional “drop your car off” detail shops are no
longer fitting the lifestyle of the busy individuals here in our community. People are constantly on the move so I took advantage of
the opportunity to meet the needs of Tulsans people by creating a
high quality, mobile detailing company.

What do you find most rewarding about operating a
small business? Freedom of time is extremely important to me.
I never have to worry about missing my kids' school functions or
activities. Being able to create my own schedule has allowed for a
much better way of life for my family and me.

What advice would you give to any would-be small business owners considering starting a business in the Tulsa
area? There are several things I would advise would-be small

business owners: Find your niche and be the absolute best at it
while building a strong reputable brand. I would also recommend
finding several mentors in and out of your desired industry to learn
from. Getting involved with the Tulsa Chamber and building strong
relationships is another great key to success, even before launching a new business. Maximizing your strengths and delegating your
weaknesses is extremely powerful. Why try and do something that
someone else can do better than you? Lastly, find ways to be cutting edge and innovative in your desired industry.
14
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How do your small business beginnings impact your passion for being a leader for the next generation of small
businesses? The mistakes I made in the beginning have allowed

me to help the next generation of small business owners avoid the
fatal pitfalls of business. I’m now able to better raise up leaders in
and out of my industry simply by sharing my experience in business.

Gold Sponsors

**DIVIDE PATHFINDER HAS BEEN APPLIED. WHITE & LAMAR GREEN ARE GROUPED SEPARATELY.**

ROI

MEDIA SERVICES
TV

• RADIO • WEB • PRINT • AND MORE•••

Small Business Benefactors

What personal trait contributes the most to your success? Trust is a trait that has helped me to become the leader I am

today. Humbly speaking, I have a natural tendency to gain the trust
of most people that I come in contact with. I maintain this trust by
upholding the highest integrity and through open communication,
something that is very important to me.

Small Business Supporting Sponsors

HRB Consultants • KWHB TV47 • Luxa Enterprises, LLC

What programs or opportunities were key to the success
of your small business? Attending annual industry specific

trade shows has been crucial to my success. This goes along with
staying cutting edge and continually innovating. I believe that if you
don’t stay leaps ahead of your industry that you will fall way behind.
I also attend frequent auto detailing certification courses that allow
me to sharpen my skills and train my team on new technology and
methods. Of course, networking through the Tulsa Chamber and
various other networking opportunities were contributions to the
success of my small business.

October 18 | 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Presenting Sponsor

Host Sponsor

Gold Sponsor
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Investing in our future

Partners In Education
recognizes outstanding
partnerships
Partners In Education ended the 2015-16 school
year with its annual awards reception, honoring a
number of individuals, companies and organizations for their commitment to student achievement.
With a record number of submitted nominations,
this year’s winners represent exemplary partnerships between the business, faith and nonprofit
communities and Tulsa’s public schools.

CHITTOM CHALLENGE

Mike Wozniak

Named for longtime Rotary volunteer and Celia Clinton partner
Mike Chittom, the Chittom Challenge celebrates exceptional
volunteerism from an individual in the community. This year’s
Chittom Challenge winner, Soundpony Lounge co-owner Mike
Wozniak, demonstrates that no matter your day job, everyone
has a unique perspective, interest or specialty that can be of
immense value to students. Wozniak organizes and coordinates
volunteers for the afterschool Bike Club at several Tulsa Public
Schools sites, providing a combination of STEM curriculum,
exercise and mentorship for more than 150 students.

OUTSTANDING CORPORATION

SemGroup

The Tulsa region boasts one of the most generous business
communities in the entire country, and SemGroup’s partnership
with Rosa Parks Elementary exemplifies that standard. As the
first partner with a Union school site, SemGroup drew upon their
corporate expertise to provide over $130,000 for an in-class
and afterschool STEM enrichment program. In addition to their
investments in student success, SemGroup committed to the
“village” that raises children attending Rosa Parks and hosted a
fall festival for more than 1,000 members of the community.

CHAMPIONS AWARD

Crossover Community Impact

Through their IMPACT Kids program, Crossover Community
Impact has partnered with Hawthorne Elementary for the past
four years to offer year-round academic support, character
training and educational enrichment. As the winner of the award
for offering a unique educational opportunity, Crossover Community Impact developed a science and math program utilizing
SeaPerch and LEGO robotics, with Hawthorne’s principal reporting a noticeable increase in students interested in engineering
16
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careers. IMPACT Kids validates the Partners In Education
mission: community investment in schools is an investment in the
Tulsa region’s future workforce.

OUTSTANDING FAITH-BASED PARTNERSHIP

Life.Church Jenks & Broken Arrow

With a commitment to making a difference in third grade reading proficiency, the Jenks and Broken Arrow campuses of
Life.Church consistently provide and recruit an incredible number of volunteers for Reading Partners. This focus on a strategic
metric helps ensure the success of students in all aspects of their
education. In addition to volunteer hours, Life.Church supported
Reading Partners Tulsa with a $20,000 donation to sustain the
organization’s efforts. Life.Church’s involvement showcases the
impact of collaboration with community program partners to
achieve specific, meaningful goals.

PSO PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD

First United Methodist Church

As a partner with Central High School for more than 30 years,
Public Service Company of Oklahoma models the way for other
committed partners. This year’s long-lasting partnership award
winner, First United Methodist Church, has dedicated its service
to the Eugene Field school and neighborhood since 1995.
Embracing the Chamber’s “cradle to career” workforce development strategy, FUMC provided scholarships, facility donations,
community activities and more. In several instances, volunteers
continued mentoring a student through middle school, high
school and even into college.

Become a partner today–resgister at

PartnersInEdTulsa.com

PARTNER OF THE YEAR

Community Food Bank of
Eastern Oklahoma

In nominating the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma,
Memorial special education teacher Karen Martin told an incredible story that perfectly summarizes the impact of the 2016
Partner of the Year:
“Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish,
and you feed him for a lifetime. This proverbial wisdom is often
quoted, and its meaning understood by many. Through our partnership, my students with special needs experienced and learned
the true meaning behind the statement… As a classroom project,
I asked the students to design a poster to explain the process we
have experienced with joint work with the Community Food Bank
of Eastern Oklahoma. It was more than I could have imagined
when I made the assignment. The poster was titled “The Circle
of Love” and it explained the process from the Tulsa community
making donations to the Food Bank, the Food Bank donations
being given to Memorial students, Memorial students having nutritional food to help them receive a good education, Memorial
students graduating from high school and obtaining jobs within
the Tulsa Community to the final process of those Memorial students donating food to the Food Bank… [My students] learned
the meaning of partnership by learning to receive and then the
importance of giving back to the Tulsa community.”

Partners In Education also honored school staff
for their dedication to student achievement and
efforts to foster thriving partnerships.
Principal of Excellence

Dr. Ebony Johnson
Central High School

School Staff of Excellence

Susan Mulvaney
Communities In Schools Site Coordinator, Will Rogers
Special Recognition

Paula Wood
Director of School and Community Relations,
Tulsa Public Schools
TULSACHAMBER.COM | THE CHAMBER REPORT
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HUNDREDS PARTICIPATE
IN SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK EVENTS

WE HELP
COMPANIES
GROW

We exist to help businesses eliminate barriers to growth.

Contact us if you are expanding a facility, adding jobs, adding
new equipment or struggling with workforce issues.

We want to get to know your business and its needs.

For more information, or to schedule an appointment with our
business expansion and retention expert, please call Andrew

Ralston at 918.560.0239 or andrewralston@tulsachamber.com.

The U.S. Small Business Administration takes the opportunity to
highlight the impact that entrepreneurs and small business owners
have during National Small Business Week. National Small Business
Week has been recognized and celebrated every year since 1963.

WORKFORCE

Small businesses create about two out of every three jobs each
year in northeast Oklahoma, and small business makes up more
than 85 percent of the total number of businesses in our area.
To celebrate National Small Business Week, the Small Business Connection held a number of events throughout the week. The week
kicked off with a proclamation by Mayor Bartlett declaring May 1 –
7 as Small Business Week in Tulsa. Mayor Bartlett, a small business
owner himself, was joined by several small business owners in the
Tulsa region and stressed the importance of small business and the
hard work it takes to own a small business. Kent Williams, chair of
the Tulsa Small Business Connection, also spoke and noted that
small business truly is the backbone of our economy, contributing
55,000 jobs and a payroll of $1.5 billion in the Tulsa region.
The week continued with Minute Marketing, a table rotation-style
networking event. Minute Marketing provides attendees the opportunity to market their business and give their 60-second business pitch with a number of professionals from the Tulsa region.
The event featured a success story from Joey Minick from Notion
Box Creative. Minick shared how Minute Marketing helped her
expand her business and provided tips on creating a memorable
business pitch.
Thursday, TSBC held Business Behind the Scenes, a bring-yourown-lunch seminar. An expert panel consisting of Cindy Morrison
of SocialVention, Allison Dickens of Ludger’s Bavarian Cakery and
Stephanie Elder of Gallant Background Checks shared social media
best practices for both B2B and B2C companies. Topics ranged
from creating content calendars, outlining goals and how to best
utilize different platforms. Attendees also had the opportunity to

OUR
SERVICES
ARE FREE.

We can provide solutions for workforce training
and recruiting to fit even the most demanding business and
manufacturing environments.

PERMITTING

Our team can help navigate through the permitting and
licensing processes on the state, local and federal level.

EXPANSION

Whether your facility is physically expanding or you are adding
workforce, we provide services that help remove barriers to
make growth easier.

ask the panel questions
and hear their expertise.
Small Business Week
concluded with Free Coworking Day at 36 Degrees North. 36 Degrees
North is a basecamp for
Tulsa’s
entrepreneurs
and
provides
office
space, resources and
programs. 36 Degrees
North is a great place for
entrepreneurs and small
business owners to work and meet with other entrepreneurs and
mentors.

INCENTIVES

Let us help you find the right government incentives to help your
business obtain the resources it needs to grow.

It’s apparent that the role of small businesses in our region is anything but small, and TSBC continues to work to further its mission
to educate, empower and expand small business in northeast
Oklahoma.

Tulsa Regional Chamber now available at your fingertips

TSBC attends Lt. Gov’s Small Business Day at Capitol
Recently, Chamber staff and Tulsa Small Business Connection members attended the Lt. Governor’s Small Business Day at the Capitol. Attendees had
the opportunity to hear from Governor Mary Fallin; Lt. Governor Todd Lamb;
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman; and Speaker of the house Jeffrey W. Hickman, who all highlighted the importance of small business in our
state. The Lt. Governor continued to advocate for small business and pointed
out that 97 percent of employers in Oklahoma are small business employers.
After the program, attendees were able to meet with several Tulsa-area legislators, and expressed support for a number of OneVoice priorities such as
the Medicaid Rebalancing Act; education; modernizing liquor laws; and mental
health and criminal justice reform.
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The Lt. Governor’s Small Business Day at the Capitol was the perfect venue to
have continued dialogue with elected officials on important issues that impact
small business. Events like these are crucial to the continued advancement and
success of small business in the Tulsa region.

The Tulsa Regional Chamber supports you on the go. Download the Tulsa Regional
Chamber mobile app and have resources in the palm of your hand.
With the app you have access to:
· Membership Directory on the go
· Events
· Chamber news
· Text alerts
Visit the app store and download today.

BAMA COS. HOLDS GROUNDBREAKING
ON MAJOR EXPANSION IN TULSA
The Bama Companies, Inc. (“Bama”), headquartered in Tulsa, announced in May the expansion of its North
Tulsa Foods facility to accommodate a new contract with one of its longest commercial customers,
McDonald’s. Bama and McDonald’s have been partners since 1967.
Bama plans to create approximately 55 new jobs initially with the expansion, providing direct and
indirect economic impact of approximately $33 million to the region. Local direct and indirect
suppliers of the company will be positively impacted as well.
Through its expansion, Bama will help drive continuous success for McDonald’s All Day
Breakfast Menu.
”Bama has been a great supplier and partner of McDonald’s for many years,” said
Kevin Hern, McDonald’s owner/operator. “It is exciting to see the growth of our
latest initiative in serving our great breakfast options across all day parts. This
has created many opportunities for our suppliers as well. Bama has supplied
our biscuits and pies for decades, so the increasing demand for breakfast
menu items during non-traditional breakfast hours is benefiting both
Bama and the Tulsa economy.”
Headquartered in Tulsa since 1937, Bama is now global and has more
than 1600 employees on three continents.
“Bama is one of Tulsa’s most historic, successful corporate
citizens,” said Mike Neal, president and CEO of the Tulsa
Regional Chamber. “From their product successes, to their
award-winning embracement of inclusion and diversity
practices throughout their corporate model, the
company serves as a reminder that sound business
practices coupled with high-quality products
make a strong, valuable company.”

CHAMBER STAFF PROMOTES

TULSA REGION
Each year, members of the Tulsa Regional
Chamber’s economic development staff
attend trade shows around the world to
promote northeast Oklahoma as a great
place to live, work and do business. Below are a few of the trade shows Chamber staff have recently attended:
2016 HANNOVER MESSE TRADE SHOW:
The Chamber’s vice president of economic development, Kian Kamas, along
with members from economic development organizations (EDOs) across Oklahoma, attended the Hannover Messe
trade show in Germany to showcase
Oklahoma's key industries and competitive advantages in the international market. The show hosted 190,000 visitors
and was opened by President Barack
Obama and Chancellor Angela Merkel.
The Oklahoma team hosted 19 meetings
and worked to build long-term relationships with companies at the trade show.
Economic Development staff is working
to enhance the region’s Foreign Direct
Investment efforts, and will be attending

organizations from across Oklahoma,
state research universities and state
agencies. The delegation’s mission was
to seek and cultivate business connections to foster growth in the unmanned
systems industry in Oklahoma, while
positioning the state to become a national leader in unmanned systems. The
conference brought together members
from all levels of government, industry
and academia for fostering, developing
and promoting unmanned systems and
related technologies. This year’s conference had more than 10,000 attendees
from over 55 countries and more than
650 exhibitors.
AVIATIONWEEK 2016 MAINTENANCE,
REPAIR AND OVERHAUL (MRO)
AMERICAS CONFERENCE AND EXPO:
The Tulsa Regional Chamber, partnering
with Oklahoma Department of Commerce (ODOC), and six other communities participated/exhibited at the 21st
Annual MRO Americas Conference and
Expo, April 4 - 7 in Dallas. This is the pre-

“Bama’s new hotcakes line combined with
the success of All Day Breakfast at
McDonald’s will be a winning
combination for both companies,
in addition to local McDonald’s
owner/operators in the Tulsa
region and throughout
the nation,” said Paula
Marshall, Bama CEO and
Chief Inclusion Officer.

the Select USA Summit in Wasington,
D.C. in June, where countries across the
globe will bring business delegations to
meet with EDOs and learn about investment opportunities in the U.S.
AUVSI’S (ASSOCIATION OF UNMANNED
VEHICLE SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL) 2016
XPONENTIAL CONFERENCE AND EXPO:
Oklahoma’s Secretary for Science and
Technology, Dr. Steve McKeever, led an
Oklahoma delegation to the 2016 AUVSI’s Unmanned Systems Conference
and Expo, which was held May 2-5 in
New Orleans, LA. The delegation was
comprised of economic development
20
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mier event for the commercial and aviation maintenance, repair and overhaul
industry. The Oklahoma booth was one
of 760 plus exhibitors. There were over
17,000 registered attendees from 2,500
companies and 72 countries. In addition
to the State exhibit, there were 36 exhibiting companies from Oklahoma, and 23
of those companies were from the Tulsa
region. The Chamber's focus at this event
was to support regional aerospace companies exhibiting and attending the convention, by helping to recruit business for
our companies and to recruit companies
to the Tulsa area and the state.
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As a business leadership organization,
the Chamber values community as
both a key driver and indicator of the
Tulsa region’s quality of life. If we at
the Chamber are to improve that quality of life through increased economic
prosperity, developing a strong sense
of community then becomes a strategic
priority. Furthermore, if we are to develop and enhance that sense of community, we must find ways to champion
the inclusion of all in propelling our
region forward.

D&I 101:

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Community outreach looks very different from organization to organization,
but the consistent theme is a public, visible support of diverse groups, organizations and programs in the community
and region. Diversity in this sense can
encompass a number of dimensions,
including visible traits such as language
and gender but also extending to less
obvious signifiers like nationality and
economic background.

Mike Neal

President & CEO,
Tulsa Regional Chamber

For the Chamber, our commitment to
community outreach includes sponsorship of and participation in events
like the John Hope Franklin Center for

JUNE 28TH

TULSA REGIONAL CHAMBER’S

STATE

OF THE

STATE

NOON-1:30 PM
COX BUSINESS CENTER
MEMBER PRICING: $50

F E AT U R I N G

GOVERNOR MARY

FALLIN
PRESENTING SPONSORS

Engaging employees in community outreach fosters meaningful organizational
commitment. Our internal diversity
and inclusion task force recently coordinated the Chamber’s participation in
the YWCA’s “Stand Against Racism”
campaign, allowing both individual and
corporate support for what we consider
an important public statement.
Tulsa’s social and cultural makeup draws
upon a rich heritage. Our collective economic success as a region includes the
success of individuals who identify with
a myriad of traditions and backgrounds.
Through Mosaic, the Chamber works to
demonstrate that a commitment to our
community’s diversity is a commitment
to a more prosperous future for all.

DID YOU

KNOW

?

IN 5 YEARS WE
HAVE DONATED OVER

$100,000 TO LOCAL CHARITIES
TULSA RUNNING TRADITION

SINCE 1978

DID YOU 57% of Tulsa Run
participants are
FEMALE?
KNOW

1st Mile Run | June 30 | 5:30 p.m.
Fleet Feet Tulsa Blue Dome
Free Food • Beverages • Music • Guided Run

START YOUR TRAINING

With Fleet Feet Sports, Route 66 Marathon and Tulsa Run

HOST SPONSOR

Tulsa Federal Credit Union Tulsa Run

GOLD SPONSORS
**DIVIDE PATHFINDER HAS BEEN APPLIED. WHITE & LAMAR GREEN ARE GROUPED SEPARATELY.**

NEWS102.3 AM740

LEGISLATIVE BENEFACTORS

SILVER SPONSORS
Cimarex Energy Co. • Ernst & Young LLP • Fox23 / MY41 • Littlefield, Inc.

Reconciliation annual symposium and
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day parade.
Through Mosaic, the Chamber regularly
partners with other inclusion-minded
organizations for programming and
events, including the Oklahoma Center
for Community and Justice, the Center
for Individuals with Physical Challenges,
and Oklahomans for Equality.

PARKING SPONSOR
Tulsa International Airport

October 29, 2016

Registration for the 2016 Tulsa Run is
now open! Visit TulsaRun.com to register.

15K 5K 2K

#RunTulsaRun

TITLE SPONSOR

PRESENTING SPONSORS

TOURISM IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT (TID) SIGNED
INTO LAW
In April, SB 1206, better known as the
Tourism Improvement District bill,
passed on the Oklahoma House floor
and was signed into law by Governor
Fallin.
Improvement Districts have been a key
tool for Oklahoma’s cities and neighborhoods to invest in critical improvements for their community. Instead
of a broad tax impacting everyone
in a city, Improvement Districts allow
those who benefit the most to assess
themselves to pay for improvements.
Tulsa’s most prominent example is
the Downtown Stadium Improvement
District, which funded ONEOK Field
and continues to provide support for
downtown services, maintenance and
promotions.
Cities across the country are turning
to Improvement Districts as a tool to
boost their tourism efforts and attract
visitors and events to their communities. More than 123 cities have used
Improvement Districts to invest in
their tourism industry and strengthen
their local economies, raising over
$230 million to market their cities as
destinations each year.
This new tool focuses only on marketing and will allow cities and towns in
Oklahoma to be more competitive in
their abilities, increasing visibility to
target audiences. With these funds,
destination marketing organizations,
cities and hotels will be better able to
identify responsive audiences and can
increase promotion to them. They will
also be able to develop and maintain
more long-term strategies that will
continue to impact the destination for
years to come.
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The passage of SB 1206 creates an
additional use for Improvement Districts, allowing them to be formed
only of hotel and motel properties
and focused solely on tourism marketing – a service that is a direct benefit
to the hotel and motel property owners. This measure will empower cities,
destination marketing organizations
and the hotel industry to join together
and market their communities as a
premier destination for visitors, generate a positive economic impact and
create jobs in the tourism industry.
Tulsa specifically will benefit greatly
by the increase in marketing funds.
Being able to target audiences at the
drive market distance and beyond is
vital to the hospitality and entertainment industries. Promoting Tulsa as
both a leisure travel and event destination will continue to enhance the region with a positive economic impact,
supplementing the work that public
and private sectors are doing.
The revenue to support the Improvement District will come solely from
occupied hotel rooms and is not a tax.
It is an assessment on occupied hotel
rooms and is paid for by visitors using
lodging in the city.
The Tulsa Regional OneVoice coalition and VisitTulsa thank Oklahoma's
destination marketing organizations;
countless tourism businesses and
supporters; volunteers and cities who
helped make this legislative measure
a reality after years of advocacy. We
are also very appreciative to the Governor and state legislators for their
support and assistance in making the
use of Tourism Improvement Districts
a reality in Oklahoma.

Arabian Horse
Association
Renews Contract
with Tulsa
VisitTulsa and Expo Square announced
the renewed partnership with the Arabian
Horse Association (AHA) for the continued
hosting of AHA’s Arabian and Half-Arabian
U.S. National Championships Horse Show.
The new contract will ensure the organization will return to Tulsa for another five
years. The 2016 show will mark eight years
Tulsa has hosted the Arabian Horse Association. Each year AHA brings a huge economic impact to the community; in 2015
the total impact was nearly $27 million.
AHA and the Arabian & Half-Arabian U.S.
National Horse Show have established a
great working relationship with the Tulsa
Expo Square facility and staff. The city is
also supportive of the AHA’s largest National Horse Show, including massive support from the Tulsa Convention & Visitor’s
Bureau.

“We are excited to continue the strong Expo Square. “The new agreement begins
partnership that we have with the Ara- in 2018, which marks the show’s 10th annibian Horse Association,“ said Ray Hoyt, versary at Expo Square. We are honored to
president, VisitTulsa, Tulsa Sports Com- be a part of the continued partnership and
mission and Tulsa Office of Film, Music, look forward to hosting the world-class
Arts & Culture. “The Arabian Horse As- event for many years to come.”
sociation’s Arabian & Half Arabian U.S.
During the 2013-2017 contract, Tulsa Expo
National Championships is a show that has
Square has continued to make improvebecome a staple in the Tulsa community.
ments to the facility, including a new wash
Our staff and Tulsans alike look forward
rack in the River Spirit building; replaceto the event each
year. We are also
thrilled to grow
with the AHA as
Expo Square conGlenn T. Petty, AHA Executive Vice President
tinues to evolve
and improve its facilities while still providing the world-class
ment of stalls; extended ability for the use
service that the staff is known for. We want
of outside rings; and accommodated everto thank Tulsa County and the staff at Expo
evolving needs in regards to footing and
Square; this event would not be a reality
the requests of the show’s exhibitors.
without their strong support.”
“Tulsa has become like family to us,” says
The event utilizes all of Expo Square’s
AHA Executive Vice President, Glenn T.
facilities, including the River Spirit Expo
Petty. “We appreciate the people, the faBuilding, to build elaborate stall decoracility and all the hard work that has gone
tions that are unique to AHA.
into making our exhibitors and their horses
“Expo Square is excited the Arabian Horse comfortable and excited to show at their
Association chose our facility and Tulsa as premier event. We cannot express enough
the host site for the U.S. Arabian & Half how much we enjoy coming to Tulsa each
Arabian National Championship Show,” year.”
says Mark Andrus, president/CEO of Tulsa

“Tulsa has become like family to us...We cannot
express enough how much we enjoy coming to
Tulsa each year.”

Photo courtesy of Susan Rainey

Governor Mary Fallin
joins Tulsa region in
celebrating 2015 economic
successes at Tulsa’s Future
Annual Meeting
Fifteen years into the 21st Century, the
Tulsa region has experienced record job
growth and investment, and has attracted
world-class companies. In April, business
and industry leaders from across northeast
Oklahoma joined Governor Mary Fallin
and Tulsa Mayor Dewey F. Bartlett, Jr. to
celebrate the successes and conclusion of
the region’s economic development initiative, Tulsa’s Future II, a program of the Tulsa
Regional Chamber.
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Dennis Donovan was the keynote speaker at
the event. A partner with Wadley Donovan
Gutshaw Consulting, a corporate location
services jobs. Major announcements such
as these are part of the reason Site Selection Magazine ranked the Tulsa region as
the No. 4 location nationally for new and
expanded industries.
Tulsa Mayor Dewey F. Bartlett, Jr. stressed
that the region shouldn’t be too concerned
about low energy prices, given the economy
has great diversification, and some energy
companies have maintained their competitive footing.

“This shows that our city is a city that attracts business,” he continued.

Over the plan’s five-year duration, Tulsa’s
Future II played a pivotal role in organizing
economic development strategies in Tulsa
and northeast Oklahoma, as a result, the
Tulsa area benefited from increasingly diverse business sectors as well as an influx of
new talent moving from other regions.

Governor Mary Fallin praised the Tulsa’s Future II successes before the 165 attendees,
while highlighting the confidence voters
have in the region’s economic development
efforts as evident through the passage of
Vision Tulsa.

With these motivating factors in mind, the
process began for shaping the new direction for northeast Oklahoma’s economic
development strategies – Tulsa’s Future III.

“How incredible that we have 25 new energy startups with $2 billion in equity behind
them,” stated Bartlett.

“I appreciate all that Tulsa is doing to lift up
our state’s economy, and the Tulsa’s Future
plan is largely the reason,” Fallin stated.

From 2011-2015, 28,814 jobs were announced through the Tulsa’s Future II
program, with 15,355 of those jobs meeting the program’s target annual salary of
$50,000 or greater. Due to the success
of Tulsa’s Future II, the program’s initial
goal of 10,000 jobs was increased in 2013
to 15,000 jobs for the program’s five-year
term. Tulsa’s Future II has also added nearly
$2 billion in capital investment in northeast
Oklahoma, double the program’s original
investment goal.

aggressively compete with peer cities for
jobs and people.

Tulsa’s Future II has achieved many successes. One of the most prominent successes was the Macy’s project, a $180 million order fulfillment center in the region,
which brought approximately 2,500 new
full- and part-time jobs to Tulsa County. Another noteworthy announcements include
Verizon locating a financial services hub
in Tulsa, adding 800 high-paying financial

Through the efforts of the Tulsa’s Future
program, the Tulsa region has established
itself as a leader in economic development
by assisting with strong job creation, recruiting a talented workforce and improving northeast Oklahoma’s competitive positioning and economic prosperity.
“The Tulsa’s Future plan is truly visionary,
and unlike anything our region has seen
before,” said Mike Neal, president and

advisory firm based in Bridgewater, New
Jersey, Donovan has been working with
major corporations for 40 years in resolving
locational challenges for office and industrial operations. His clients include Amylin,
Amerigroup, Barclays, BOC Group/Linde,
Canon Information Technology, Covance,
Dover, Gardner Denver, Marriott, Nortel,
Pitney Bowes, T. Rowe Price and Verizon.
Having worked with countless companies
advising on relocation strategies, Donovan
offered advice to the Tulsa’s Future investor
group on how to gain competitive footing
among countless cities vying for the same
industries. He pointed to workforce retention as a key factor companies use in making
location decisions. He also alluded to Tulsa
being one step ahead of some competitors
given the success of the Tulsa’s Future regional economic development plan.
“You cannot play the game without having
a well-funded regional economic development effort,” said Donovan.

CEO of the Tulsa Regional Chamber. “Most
economic development initiatives contain
only a few components, whereas the Tulsa’s
Future program is comprehensive, ensuring northeast Oklahoma has the ability to
weather economic fluctuations across various industries.”
As the region competes nationally and
internationally for high-value jobs, talent
and capital investment, it must grow its
competitive position in the face of challenges and economic swings to more

“The Tulsa region has achieved tremendous
success through its Tulsa’s Future regional
economic development program, and is
truly a best of class operation. This region
needs to continue to build upon its success
and improve its competitive position to attract new business and retain existing business,” he added.

TCC Riverside
Community Campus
and Aviation Center
opens doors
Tulsa Community College celebrated the opening of a beautiful new facility at the Richard
Jones Airport in late April. The new Tulsa Community College Riverside Community Campus
and Aviation Facility will house the Aviation Sciences academic programs including professional pilot, air traffic control, aviation management
and logistics, and concurrent enrollment and
university-transfer general education courses.
In recent years, TCC has averaged nearly 40
graduates a year in aviation sciences academic
programs. The expansion of the academic
program provides an opportunity to meet the
region’s growing workforce needs and prepare
Tulsa regional students for employment in various aviation career fields.
The facility houses high-tech instructional space
for aviation and general education college
courses. Students will have the ability to take a
number of general education courses, and this
fall more than 100 Jenks High School students
will be concurrently enrolled in college classes.
TCC purchased the building in 2012 and began renovations in 2015. The 55,000-squarefoot facility is home to TCC’s $1.4 million air
traffic control classroom; a simulation lab that
includes a full-motion flight training simulator
and two other aviation simulators; and a fleet
of six technically-advanced aircraft for students in the professional pilot program.

Photo courtesy of Susan Rainey

Tulsa’s Future III will fund the region’s
economic development efforts through
the year 2020, and has a campaign goal of
raising $21 million from business and civic
organizations in northeast Oklahoma.
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Hall Estill celebrates
50th anniversary

Hall Estill is a company that is well known by most Tulsans. It’s also known as one of the best law
firms in Oklahoma and for being in Tulsa for 50 years.

one club for

everyone
one mile from

everything
Conveniently located less than a
mile from Downtown Tulsa, TCC
has something for everyone.
Tulsa Country Club prides itself
on being the most social Club
in Tulsa, with a fully renovated
Swimming Pool, Clubhouse
and Golf Course.

[a]
[p]

Hall Estill was founded in Tulsa in 1966 as an oil and gas firm. Fifty years later, Hall Estill has
grown with the needs of its clients and now is a firm with 10 legal sections and more than 70
practice areas. Over the years it has added offices in Oklahoma City and Fayetteville, and just
recently added offices in Bentonville, Arkansas, in 2014 and Nashville, Tennessee, in 2015.
Hall Estill has provided legal counsel for many Tulsa companies over the last 50 years, the Tulsa Chamber included. The Chamber is
extremely grateful for it‘s long-time partnership with Hall Estill.
Several Chamber staff members attended the 50th anniversary celebration at the Tulsa Country Club at the end of April. Justin McLaughlin, executive vice president and COO of the Tulsa Regional Chamber, presented Michael D. Cooke, president and managing partner of
Hall Estill, with a commemorative plaque for their 50th anniversary.
When asked what this milestone means for Hall Estill, Cooke stated, “Hall Estill has a proud legacy, not only in
Tulsa, but throughout the region. Our longevity is attributed to our attorneys and staff whose drive to provide
the best client service is unsurpassed. Our longtime partnership with the Tulsa Regional Chamber has been
a great way for Hall Estill to have a pulse on the city’s business climate and allows us to be even more deeply
involved in the community. Finally, I can’t thank our loyal clients and the area organizations we serve enough
for their support these past 50 years.”
The Chamber looks forward to many years of continued partnership with Hall Estill and congratulates them on
this special milestone.

local
oklahoma’s

credit union
since 1939

701 North Union Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74127-5340

918 . 585 . 8151

918.591.5500 | comfedcu.org
6 Tulsa-area locations!
Federally insured by NCUA

NEW MEMBERS
BOARD OF ADVISORS
Bronze Level

Continental Industries
1140 N. 129th E. Ave.
Tulsa OK 74116
(918) 627-5210
www.conind.com
MANUFACTURERS

Dolese

20 N.W. 13th St.
OKlahoma City OK 73101
(405) 235-2311
www.dolese.com/
CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Wink Engineering

8585 Archives Ave., Ste. 210
Baton Rouge LA 70809
(918) 281-3900
www.winkengr.com
ENGINEERS
ABF Freight
P.O. Box 9815
Tulsa OK 74157
(918) 446-0122
abf.com
TRUCKING
AmeriPro Home Loans
8126 S. Mingo, Ste. 200
Tulsa OK 74133
(918) 505-5920
donconwell.com
HOME MORTGAGE LOANS
Sponsored by Deb Karstens,
Benjamin Realty
Angel's Pet Funeral
Home & Crematory
P. O. Box 471798
Tulsa OK 74147
(918) 960-2828
angelspetfuneralhome.com
PET SERVICES
Sponsored by Jill Pratt, J.D.
Young & Associates
Apotheke Rx
511 S. Aspen Ave.
Broken Arrow OK 74012
(918) 384-9954
apothekerx.com
DRUG STORES
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TO SPONSOR A NEW MEMBER, CALL 918.560.0201
Avansic
15 E. 5th St., Ste #1800
Tulsa OK 74103
(918) 856-5337
avansic.com
COMPUTER INVESTIGATIONS
BenTrei, Ltd.
(Fertilizer Company, LLC)
7304 S. Yale Ave.
Tulsa OK 74136
(918) 496-5115
bentrei.com
CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS
Body by God
1157 S. Aspen Ave.
Broken Arrow OK 74012
(918) 451-3737
weloveourpatients.com
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIANS
Buffington Company
9578 Ridgeview St.
Tulsa OK 74131
(918) 749-2538
buffingtoncompany.com
CONTRACTOR - GENERAL
Crossroads Hospice
Charitable Foundation
10810 E. 45th St., 300
Tulsa OK 74145
(888) 658-4888
crhcf.org
FOUNDATIONS
Do-Rite Commercial Cleaning
Service, Inc.
9524 E. 81st St., Ste. B1547
Tulsa OK 74133
(918) 639-1476
CLEANING SERVICES
Sponsored by Angie Walters,
Schnake Turnbo Frank
Faith Technologies
5358 S. 125th E. Ave.
Tulsa OK 74146
(918) 610-9917
faithtechnologies.com/
ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION
Flash Flood Print Studios, LLC
2407 E. Admiral Blvd.
Tulsa OK 74110
(918) 794-3527
flashfloodprint.com
SCREEN PRINTING

Gibraltar Capital
Management, Inc.
9125 S. Toledo Ave.
Tulsa OK 74137
(918) 492-4209
gibraltar-capital.com
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Gordon Outdoor Advertising
202 S. Main St.
Tulsa OK 74012
(918) 636-6474
gordonoutdoor.com
ADVERTISING - OUTDOOR
Home 2 Suites
by Hilton Tulsa Hills
6910 S. Olympia Ave.
Tulsa OK 74132
(918) 970-6500
tulsahills.home2suites.com
HOTELS - EXTENDED STAY
ICON at Broken Arrow
4801 S. Elm Pl.
Broken Arrow OK 74011
(918) 994-6550
iconatbrokenarrowapartments.com
APARTMENT COMPLEX
Industrial and Safety Eyewear
2006 N. Yellowood Ave.
Broken Arrow OK 74012
(918) 855-5154
SAFETY EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES
Industrial and Safety Eyewear
iSecurity Technologies
5543 E. 86th St.
Tulsa OK 74137
(918) 417-6693
isecuritytechnologies.com
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Kirin Restaurant
8041 S. Mingo Rd.
Tulsa OK 74133
(918) 893-8006
kirin-Tulsa.com
RESTAURANTS
Sponsored by Marvin Krueger,
Melaleuca, Inc.

LegiStorm
2101 L St. NW, #800
Washington DC 20037
(202) 360-4172
legistorm.com
INTERNET SERVICES
Liberty National Life
Insurance Company
5801 E. 41st St., Ste. 804
Tulsa OK 74135
(918) 938-7777
Inlcareers.com
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLANS
Marjo Environmental Safety
Consultants
20112 S. River Ranch
Claremore OK 74019
(918) 639-0860
marjoenvironmental.com
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTING
Mr. Delivery
6738 E. 7th St.
Tulsa OK 74112
(512) 323-0206
mrdelivery.com/
FOOD DELIVERY SERVICE
North Tulsa Counseling
Services
551 N. 28th West Ave
Tulsa OK 74127
(918) 794-0197
northtulsacounseling.com
COUNSELING
NTCS Community Outreach
551 N. 28th W. Ave
Tulsa OK 74127
(918) 794-0197
ntcsoutreach .org
SOCIAL SERVICE
ORGANIZATION
Oklahoma LED
11063-D S. Memorial Dr.,
Ste. 489
Tulsa OK 74133
(918) 960-0388
OklahomaLED.com
LIGHTING SYSTEMS
Sponsored by Jerry Holder,
Holder & Associates

Phillips360.com
318 E. 43rd St.
Tulsa OK 74105
(918) 409-2359
phillips360.com
WEB DEVELOPMENT

Robin's Roast Coffee
400 Riverwalk Terrace, Ste. 120
Jenks OK 74037
(918) 994-6060
robinsroast.com
COFFEE

The Engine Room
1338 E. 6th St
Tulsa OK 74120
(918) 671-2696
engineroomboxing.com
FITNESS CENTER

University Club Apartments
1722 S. Carson Ave.
Tulsa OK 74129
(918) 585-1500
universityclubtulsa.com
APARTMENT COMPLEX

Preview Magazine
10026-A S. Mingo Rd., Ste.322
Tulsa OK 74135-3066
(918) 745-1190
preview918.com
PUBLISHERS - MAGAZINE
Sponsored by Marvin Krueger,
Melaleuca, Inc.

SAFY - Specialized
Alternatives for Families
and Youth
10820 E. 45th St., Ste. B201
Tulsa OK 74146
(918) 861-3042
safy.org
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Tulsa Campaign to Prevent
Teen Pregnancy
1601 S. Main St., Ste. 200
Tulsa OK 74119
(918) 794-9073
tulsacampaign.org
ASSOCIATION/
ORGANIZATION/NON-PROFIT

Warren C. Fisher, CPA &
Associates
9229 S. Toledo Ave.
Tulsa OK 74137
(918) 712-2272
ACCOUNTANTS - CERTIFIED
PUBLIC

Robert Half International, Inc.
8801 S. Yale Ave., Ste. 450
Tulsa OK 74137
(918) 493-5775
roberthalf.com/tulsa
EMPLOYMENT/STAFFING
SERVICES

Staghorn Petroleum, LLC
One W. Third St., Ste. 1000
Tulsa OK 74103
(918) 584-2558
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION
& DEVELOPMENT
Sponsored by Julee March,
Jules Boutique

Tulsa Oktoberfest, Inc.
2424 E. 21st St., Ste. 300
Tulsa OK 74114
(918) 596-2007
tulsaoktoberfest.org
FESTIVALS/SPECIAL EVENTS

2016 OFFICERS

VICE CHAIR, TULSA & OKLAHOMA BIZPAC

AT-LARGE MEMBER

VICE CHAIR, SPORTS CHAIR,
TULSA SPORTS COMMISSION

Jessica Lowe-Betts
Vice President of Marketing
& Branding, VisitTulsa & Tulsa
Sports Commission

AT-LARGE MEMBER

Vince Trinidad
Executive Director, Tulsa
Sports Commission

LEADERSHIP TEAM

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

CHAIR

Jeff Dunn
President, Mill Creek Lumber
& Supply Company
CHAIR-ELECT

Phil Albert
President, Pelco Structural, LLC

Jay Helm
President, American Residential Group

Bob McGrew
President & CEO, T.D. Williamson, Inc.

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR

VICE CHAIR, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION
CHAIR, MOSAIC

Alan Armstrong
President & CEO, Williams

Marilyn Ihloff
President, Ihloff Salon & Day Spa

LEGAL COUNSEL AND SECRETARY

CHAIR, TULSA’S FUTURE

Mike Cooke
Managing Partner & President,
Hall Estill
PRESIDENT & CEO

Mike Neal, CCE, CCD
TREASURER

Cathy Gates
Managing Partner, Ernst & Young

VICE CHAIRS OF THE BOARD
VICE CHAIR, RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

Bill Masterson, Jr.
President & Publisher, Tulsa World
Media Company
VICE CHAIR, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Stuart Solomon
President & COO, Public Service
Company of Oklahoma
VICE CHAIR, MARKETING &
COMMUNICATIONS

David Stewart
Chief Administrative Officer,
MidAmerica Industrial Park

Pierce Norton
President & CEO, ONE Gas
VICE CHAIR, SMALL BUSINESS CHAIR,
TULSA SMALL BUSINESS CONNECTION

Kent Williams
Principal Consultant, HRB Consulting
VICE CHAIR, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Gordy Guest
Senior Principal & President, Cyntergy

Jeff Stava
Chief Operations Officer, Tulsa
Community Foundation
Steve Bradshaw
President & CEO, BOK Financial

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT & COO

Justin McLaughlin, CCE, IOM
MARKETING, COMMUNICATIONS
& EVENTS

Jim Morgan
Senior Vice President
LToya Knighten
Vice President

Brian Paschal
Senior Vice President

VICE CHAIR, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Shagah Zakerion
Executive Director, Tulsa’s Young
Professionals

VICE CHAIR, EDUCATION & WORKFORCE

Wes Mitchell
Director, U.S. Central Hub – Data Center

Heather McDowell
Executive Director,
Small Business Connection
Nick Doctor
Senior Vice President

EDUCATION & WORKFORCE

Denise Reid
Executive Director, Mosaic & Workforce

David Stratton
Tulsa Market President,
JP Morgan Chase

Kian Kamas
Vice President

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

VICE CHAIR, TOURISM CHAIR, VISITTULSA

John Hewitt
President & CEO, Matrix Service Co.

Brien Thorstenberg
Senior Vice President

REGIONAL TOURISM

Ray Hoyt
President, VisitTulsa & Tulsa Sports
Commission
Vanesa Masucci
Vice President, VisitTulsa
Heath Aucoin
Vice President of Operations,
VisitTulsa & Tulsa Sports Commission

Elizabeth Osburn
Vice President
FINANCE

Nancy Carter, CPA
Vice President
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

Allison Walden
Senior Vice President

Ruth Littlefield, IOM, CCE,
Vice President, Membership
& Relations
Karen Humphry
Executive Director, Resource Campaign
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Tulsa, OK

Williams Center Tower I
One West Third Street, Suite 100
Tulsa, OK 74103
TulsaChamber.com

SMALL BUSINESS SUMMIT
EMPOWER. EDUCATE. EXPAND.

TULSA SMALL BUSINESS
SUMMIT & AWARDS LUNCHEON
Thursday, Oct. 13 | 7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Marriott Tulsa Hotel Southern Hills

HOSTED BY

PRESENTED BY

TULSA
SOUTHERN HILLS

GOLD SPONSORS

SMALL BUSINESS BENEFACTORS

Early Bird Registration: May 4 – September 1, 2016 - $125.00
Registration: September 1 – October 13, 2016
& at the Door - $150.00
Sponsorships available. If you are interested in sponsoring
a table email karenhumphrey@tulsachamber.com.
More info at www.TulsaSBC.com.

SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORTING SPONSORS

HRB Consultants, KWHB-TV47, Luxa Enterprises, LLC

