
Each person receives 200 points to allocate among the issues on the 
state ballot and 200 points to allocate among the issues on the federal 
ballot. All 200 points must be used. 

An individual issue can receive no more than 50 points. 

The final list of 2021 priorities will not be ranked – meaning there will 
be no "No. 1 issue.” Rather, the 2021 OneVoice Regional Legislative 
Agenda will be referred to as the top 15 state and top 15 federal 
priorities for the OneVoice coalition. 

During issue discussion, please be respectful of all participants in your 
breakout and allow everyone to speak to the issues for which they are 
advocating. Once you have lobbied for your issue, please allow the 
discussion to move on to other items in order to ensure everyone’s 
perspective is heard. 
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TASK FORCE TOP ISSUES – STATE
Automatically added to the 2021 OneVoice Regional Legislative Agenda 

DEVELOPMENT, ECONOMY & TAXES
ECONOMIC INCENTIVES: Support tax credits, exemptions and incentives that provide an economic return to the state 
of Oklahoma, maintain our competitiveness in business attraction and retention, and increase capital investment. Several 
programs proposed for review by the Oklahoma Incentive Evaluation Commission are critical to our state’s competitiveness 
and should be continued, including:  

• Five-Year Manufacturing Ad Valorem Exemption
• Manufacturing Sales Tax Exemption Permit
• Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit 
• All Quality Jobs programs 
• Quality Events Program 
• Film Enhancement Rebate 
• Automotive Engineering Tax Credit
• Aerospace Engineering Tax Credit
• Small Business Incubator Tenant Credit
• Oklahoma Seed Capital Fund

EDUCATION
OKLAHOMA'S EDUCATION FUNDING: An exceptional education system provides leverage for Oklahoma by creating a 
competitively equipped and educated workforce, attracting new business, and ensuring that current businesses have the 
talent to thrive. To accomplish this, the state must: 

• Create and maintain a five-year, sustainable strategic funding plan so both the state of Oklahoma and its students 
have a competitive advantage.

• Modernize funding formulas to ensure equity of opportunity for students and maximum effectiveness of funds for 
our state.

• Distribute public education funds using an equitable and consistent method to support common, CareerTech and 
higher education to enhance Oklahoma's educational pipeline.

ENERGY
MAKE OKLAHOMA A TOP 10 PIPELINE SAFETY STATE: Support the elimination of all exemptions to Oklahoma’s one-
call program, OKIE811. Eliminating the exemptions to the one-call program strongly promotes pipeline and underground 
utility safety. Support data-gathering initiatives that will provide additional information regarding sources of underground 
damages and initiatives that will limit unsafe excavations that have not been properly cleared by OKIE811. Exemptions 
to the one-call program contribute to underground utility incidents, threatening the safety and welfare of our fellow 
Oklahomans. This is especially important for the safety of the workers excavating without prior knowledge of what is below 
the ground.

ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY
ATTRACT DEVELOPMENT, MANUFACTURING AND USE OF ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS: The Oklahoma governor, 
Legislature, Department of Commerce, and Center for the Advancement of Science and Technology (OCAST) should 
pursue legislation, policies and funding designed to attract investment for the development, manufacture and use of 
energy storage systems in Oklahoma. Advancing technology, declining costs and Oklahoma’s abundant natural renewable 
energy resources make these systems a desirable solution to lower energy costs and increase resiliency – all things that 
make Oklahoma attractive for new economic development. OCAST and the Department of Commerce recruitment 
and expansion programs can bring these technology jobs to Oklahoma. Encouraging the development of advanced 
technologies for energy storage will ensure Oklahoma remains a leader in 21st century energy. 
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HEALTH CARE ADVOCACY 
MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT AND SUPPORT: Expand and strengthen mental health and substance abuse services as 
a key tactic in the state’s fight against COVID-19 and the ensuing economic downturn. The pandemic and recession have 
worsened a behavioral health crisis that increases employer costs and harms the state’s workforce. To minimize the effects, 
Oklahoma should:

• Capitalize on an opportunity to expand services with no new state dollars by maintaining level appropriations to the 
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services as Medicaid expansion takes effect.

• Reverse cuts in provider rates and restore reimbursements for behavioral health and addiction treatment providers, 
including inpatient care.

• Ensure fair and equal access to mental health treatment by boosting compliance with existing federal parity law, 
improving mental telehealth access and implementing parity transparency passed in SB 1718.

• Oppose substantial changes in the administrative structure of the Department of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services without first conducting a thorough study and appropriate engagement of stakeholder groups.

• Support integrated care at all levels of health care delivery by funding screening, training, collaborative care and 
consultation, and providing legislative clarity around timely, reliable and complete health data exchange between 
providers.

REGIONAL TOURISM
SELF-DETERMINATION IN FACILITY FIREARM POLICY: While supporting the rights granted by the Second Amendment, 
protect the current law giving venue owners, event operators and recreational facilities the authority to control firearm 
policies on property they manage. Removing this control would endanger Oklahoma’s ability to attract events that bring 
thousands of visitors and millions of dollars into our economy each year. Many events – especially in youth and collegiate 
sports – have nonnegotiable firearm policies, and removing the controls under current law would limit facility operators’ 
ability to ensure the safety of their events and increase the cost of providing security, as well as potentially subjecting them 
to additional liability.

SMALL BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP
STRENGTHEN OUR STARTUP ECOSYSTEM: Create targeted incentive programs that will foster the growth of northeast 
Oklahoma’s entrepreneurial ecosystem. Oklahoma ranks 47th in venture capital expenditure, falling well behind our peers. 
Adopting a successful model employed in many other states, the Legislature should incentivize investment in Oklahoma 
angel networks. In addition to improving access to capital, efforts should also be made to improve the incentives available 
to startup, early-stage and small companies by creating targeted new credits and deductions or amending existing 
programs. 

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE
SUPPORT CRITICALLY NEEDED TRANSPORTATION FUNDING: Continue to improve our roads and bridges, and 
return our streets and highways to a state of good repair, by fully funding the Oklahoma Department of Transportation’s 
Eight-Year Plan and raising the funding cap on the County Improvement for Roads and Bridges Five-Year Plan. Initiate the 
programming and funding for the next phase of major regional roadway projects, including high capacity expressway-
to-expressway interchanges between I-44, U.S. 169,  and State Highway 51; I-44 and State Highway 66 (near Catoosa); 
and capacity expansion of U.S. 169 to six lanes from 66th Street North to State Highway 20; State Highway 20 bypass in 
Claremore; completion of expansion of State Highway 266 west of State Highway 167 and the Port of Catoosa: expansion 
of U.S. 75 to six lanes from I-244 (Red Fork Expressway) to State Highway 67; and State Highway 11 improvements.

WORKFORCE & HR
ACCESSIBLE CHILD CARE: As highlighted during the COVID-19 pandemic, access to safe child care is a critical 
component of the economic engine. We support incentives and protection to mitigate risk for employers to encourage 
establishing onsite child care. We also support incentives for employers who offer access to child care for workers making 
less than the MSA average per capita annually. This would include special incentives to existing child care facilities to 
reopen safely by giving preference to those that make modifications enabling them to offer their prior capacity or more of 
children served daily. An evaluation of the existing childcare supplement program income thresholds also needs to take 
place. 
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DEVELOPMENT, ECONOMY & TAXES

A: MUNICIPAL FUNDING DIVERSIFICATION: Support legislation that removes barriers to allowing municipalities to 
reduce costs, increase efficiencies and diversify sources of revenue for operating revenue. Key initiatives include 
diversifying revenue for funding public safety agencies, streets and other infrastructure improvements, and 
preserving and strengthening cities’ authority to promote economic development activities within their borders.

Why vote for this?
Oklahoma is the only state in the nation that restricts communities to generating revenue primarily from sales tax, a 
volatile and unreliable source of funding. Due to the long-running advocacy of the OneVoice coalition, legislative 
efforts in recent years have come close to allowing alternative streams of funding for police and fire operations, but 
further support is still needed.

Points: ________

B: QUICK ACTION CLOSING FUND: Continue allocating funds for the Oklahoma Quick Action Closing Fund, which 
allows Oklahoma to be competitive with surrounding states. Greater funding for this economic development tool 
will assist in attracting high-quality jobs and industry to the state, increasing the economic opportunity and quality 
of life for Oklahoma residents.

Why vote for this?
Prior to 2020, the balance of the Quick Action Closing Fund stood at $8 million. Due to the pandemic and budget 
constraints from energy prices, the Legislature did not make additional appropriations to the fund. In addition 
to business attraction, the fund has been used to support existing employers – the Department of Commerce’s 
Manufacturing Reboot program drew $5 million from the Quick Action Closing Fund to help Oklahoma 
manufacturers pivot their operations.

Points: ________

EDUCATION

C: ADDRESS THE TEACHER SHORTAGE: Improve the ability of Oklahoma’s pre-K-12 public schools to attract and 
retain effective career teachers through policies designed to increase the state’s pool of qualified teachers and 
improve teachers’ job satisfaction. This should include developing a plan to become the top state in the region for 
teacher pay, incentivizing aspiring educators by providing full tuition waivers for education majors, and improving 
teaching conditions by reducing class sizes and increasing the number of education support professionals.

Why vote for this?
After many years of funding cuts to education, the teaching profession remains undesirable to many talented former 
and potential teachers. It will take continued investment in not just teacher and support staff salaries, but also dollars 
to the classroom, to lower class sizes and create a teaching environment that will attract the high level of educators 
we need to make our schools successful.

Points: ________

PROPOSED PRIORITIES FOR 2021 – STATE
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D: LOCAL FUNDING OF EDUCATION: Provide municipalities the ability to supplement state education funding 
and target the unique priorities of their community. Voters in local communities should be able to increase their 
investment in their public schools without sacrificing or impacting their state funding.

Why vote for this?
Currently, state law dictates that local communities cannot vote to increase funding for their schools without 
losing funding through the state funding formula. While it is important to continue advocating for a sustainable 
foundation of funding from the state, having a local option will empower citizens to potentially utilize any number 
of mechanisms to address the unique funding needs of their individual communities. This change would not be 
mandatory, but would simply allow the option if voters choose to use it.   

Points: ________

ENERGY

E: PROMOTE RESEARCH AND PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN CARBON CAPTURE/SEQUESTRATION 
TECHNOLOGIES: Support voluntary carbon capture/sequestration strategies in the energy industry and potentially 
establish a research and development center in Oklahoma to explore new technologies and practices to capture/
sequester carbon emissions as a collaboration between government, industry and academia. Encourage the 
Oklahoma governor to continue participating in the Governors’ Partnership for Carbon Capture and in the Western 
Governors’ Association work on enhanced oil recovery. Investing in a research initiative to advance carbon 
capture/sequestration technologies and practices – including direct air capture, enhanced oil recovery, pipeline 
development and large-scale pilot projects – would be a major economic development opportunity for our state.

Why vote for this?
Oklahoma’s status as a leader in energy production not only lends credence to studying future energy technologies, 
but developing and implementing carbon capture programs would also return an economic benefit. The federal 
government offers substantial funding opportunities to institutions dedicated to expanding carbon capture science. 
Establishing an R&D facility in Oklahoma would provide a recipient for these research dollars. 

Points: ________

F: PROMOTE ROBUST ENERGY PRODUCTION: Oklahoma’s combination of abundant energy resources and 
entrepreneurial people has resulted in some of the lowest energy costs of any state in the nation. To protect the 
vital economic impact and preserve our position as a leading energy-producing state, we support an Oklahoma 
energy policy that provides a clear and reasonable regulatory environment, while opposing unnecessary and 
burdensome regulations and taxes.

Why vote for this?
Oklahoma ranks No. 4 in oil production in the United States, No. 3 in natural gas and No. 2  in wind. We must support 
this standing and the production of vital natural resources we use every day.

Points: ________
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ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY 

G: SUPPORT ENVIRONMENTAL FUNDING: The state should restore and increase funding for the Department of 
Environmental Quality, Oklahoma Water Resources Board, Oklahoma Conservation Commission and Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission programs focused on our state’s precious air and water resources. The continued 
underfunding of programs to adequately monitor and assess these resources has led to uncertainty and concern 
for an economically prosperous future. Compliance with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) 
and abundant surface and groundwaters are essential to attracting and supporting economic development in 
Oklahoma. Further, continue to provide funding to assist small rural water and wastewater systems to address 
critical public health and infrastructure needs.

Why vote for this?
Though most state agencies saw an average cut of 4% in fiscal year 2021, the Department of Environmental Quality 
faced a higher cut of 10%. Fiscal year 2022 is likely to present another round of tough budget negotiations.

Points: ________

H: TULSA AS A GLOBAL LEADER IN SUSTAINABILITY: The Oklahoma governor, lieutenant governor and 
Department of Commerce should promote Tulsa’s strong sustainability partnerships to attract investment and new 
businesses. Tulsa’s solid partnerships between businesses and nonprofits working together to protect our natural 
resources have increased the focus on sustainability, leading to businesses seeing higher profits and increased 
employee retention. Climate change affects businesses through access to natural resources, population migration 
and bottom-line savings. Tulsa is well prepared to lead our state in business sustainability with 100 years of energy 
leadership, infrastructure, and an entrepreneurial and innovative spirit. Tulsa’s focus on sustainability will attract 
game-changing industries that will lead in the 21st century.    

Why vote for this?
Tulsa saw great national PR opportunities through the “Tulsa For Tesla" campaign. As new companies evaluate 
potential locations for headquarters and production facilities, economic developers could leverage the 
sustainability-focused work already happening in northeast Oklahoma to promote our image as a region focused on 
emerging industries. 

Points: ________

HEALTH CARE ADVOCACY

I: MEDICAID EXPANSION: Successfully implement complete Medicaid expansion, as approved by Oklahoma vot-
ers, through the historically efficient and effective Oklahoma Health Care Authority administration to support the 
vitality of Oklahoma’s $12.5 billion health care industry.

Why vote for this? 
Oklahoma must fully implement Medicaid expansion by July 2021. We believe the OHCA can do so effectively and 
efficiently. This will close the coverage gap of more than 111,000 adults who were otherwise uninsured. 

Points: ________
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J: HEALTH CARE WORKFORCE EXPANSION: Address increasing health care workforce needs related to Medicaid 
expansion through the following means: 

• Use all available state and federal resources to support programs that expand community-based graduate 
medical education to meet the needs of a growing, aging and diverse population.

• Consistently fund the Physician Manpower Training Commission to enhance recruitment and retention of 
physicians and other health care professionals in medically underserved areas.

• Allow nurse practitioners and physician assistants with appropriate levels of training and experience to 
practice to the full extent of their licenses as part of a health care team.

• Support reimbursement for approved programs that use technology to provide a collaborative model of 
medical education and care management, empowering primary care clinicians in rural and underserved 
communities to provide specialty care to patients.

• Support and incentivize graduate medical education and fellowships in underserved specialties.
• Request the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, Oklahoma Department of Commerce and 

other state entities seek funding to address the gap in the number of health care practitioners and support 
occupations, including entry-level caregivers, needed throughout the state’s health systems during the next 
10 years.

Why vote for this?
Oklahoma faces one of the most serious primary care provider shortages in the nation. The situation threatens 
the health of individuals as well as local economies, particularly in rural areas. The lack of primary care providers 
limits access to care, which, in turn, causes Oklahomans to die younger and at a faster rate than national averages. 
Currently, the Health Resources Services Administration (HRSA) designates all but 14 counties in the state as 
complete or partial primary care health professional shortage areas. 

Points: ________

REGIONAL TOURISM

K: ROUTE 66: Route 66 is a tremendous economic engine that attracts hundreds of thousands of national and 
international tourists to Oklahoma each year. Tourism is the third-largest industry in Oklahoma, generating $9.6 
billion in destination spending; producing $1.1 billion in federal, state and local tax revenue; and supporting more 
than 103,600 jobs in 2018. Investing in Route 66 makes good economic sense. As preparations get underway for 
the 100th anniversary of Route 66 in 2026, we ask for $500,066 for the Oklahoma Route 66 Centennial Commission 
to support efforts to revitalize and promote communities along the 410 drivable miles of Route 66 in Oklahoma.

Why vote for this?
Investment in tourism generates an incredible return on investment for Oklahoma – $627 million in state and local 
tax revenue. These dollars help fund jobs and public services, such as police, firefighters, teachers, road projects 
and convention centers. The City of Tulsa has shown a commitment to redeveloping Route 66 as one of the city’s key 
attractions. Support at the state level would help attract visitors along the route who ultimately travel to, and spend 
money in, our region. 

Points: ________
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L: CONTINUING REFORM OF OKLAHOMA’S LIQUOR LAWS: Support legislation to reform Oklahoma’s liquor 
laws that were inadvertently affected negatively by the elimination of low-point beer and the implementation of 
Oklahoma’s new liquor laws (Title 37A) in October 2018, with particular focus on easing the regulatory burdens 
on licensed retailers, festivals, golf courses, shared patios and marinas, as well as revitalizing competition at the 
distributor level by allowing all distributors access to sell the top brands from their business.   

Why vote for this?
New alcohol laws are now in effect in Oklahoma. However, there remain a number of unforeseen challenges to our 
biggest festivals and licensed retailers that we must work with the Legislature to fix.

Points: ________

SMALL BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

M: STRATEGIC INVESTMENT IN ECONOMIC RECOVERY: Oklahomans are pioneers of change with a spirit of 
entrepreneurship. Fostering new ideas, developing new technologies and diversifying product lines are all proven 
business strategies for economic growth. We support focused investment in economic development strategies 
to aid in the recovery and bounce back of the economy. Strong appropriations support for OCAST – the state’s 
strategic agency for science and technology-based economic development – funds five organizations with one 
purpose: instilling resilience in the economy. From concept to commercialization, OCAST and its partners (the New 
Product Development Center, OK Catalyst, Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance and i2E) work in concert to ensure 
Oklahoma businesses have the best opportunity for success.

Why vote for this?
COVID-19 has presented a new catalyst for innovation. To adapt to a new normal, entrepreneurs and existing 
business owners are reshaping traditional business models. Through a network of organizations, OCAST can work to 
foster the growth of these new ideas into economic recovery.

Points: ________

N: SUPPORT COVID-19-RELATED BUSINESS CHANGES: As business owners work to pivot during the COVID-19 
pandemic, efforts should be made to provide assistance to those reopening safely to customers. Tax deductions or 
support from CARES Act funds could be used to assist current business owners and new builders who would like to 
add physical infrastructure adjustments meant to slow the spread of COVID-19. Support should also be extended 
to those incorporating new technologies to update business models, like those in the restaurant or entertainment 
industries.

Why vote for this?
As businesses began reopening following the spring shutdowns, many have adjusted their operations to adhere 
to CDC guidelines. A recent survey found that 41% of small business owners have made major changes, including 
online shopping options and curbside delivery. This unplanned expense can present a huge barrier for small 
businesses already struggling with revenue. Financial support for these needed infrastructure changes can help 
keep customers healthy and small companies open for business. 

Points: ________
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TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE

O: MCCLELLAN-KERR ARKANSAS RIVER NAVIGATION SYSTEM INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING FUND: Request 
funding for the newly created McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System Infrastructure Revolving Fund 
at a minimum of $4 million for the purpose of supplementing and pooling all money received by the Oklahoma 
Department of Transportation from appropriations, dedicated revenues, federal funds, private contributions or 
other sources authorized by law dedicated to the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System (MKARNS). This 
funding will create state-level support for efforts at the federal level to address the critical maintenance backlog 
and emergency repairs on the system’s locks and dams, as well as future projects to expand service on this critical 
transportation asset.

Why vote for this?
The McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River System supports nearly 23,000 jobs and generates $300 million in our region 
each year. If current maintenance needs are not addressed, we face the potential shutdown of a waterway our 
economy depends on. In 2018, the Legislature recognized the need facing MKARNS by creating a revolving 
fund to pool revenue, private contributions, and state and federal funds. We should allocate at least $4 million in 
appropriations to this revolving fund in order to demonstrate the state’s commitment to improving and maintaining 
MKARNS.

Points: ________

P: INTERSTATE DESIGNATION STUDY: Support improved regional and multi-state transportation corridors that 
connect the Tulsa metropolitan area with northwest Arkansas and north Texas by conducting a feasibility study on 
the merits of designating U.S. 412 an interstate highway from I-35 to the west to I-49 in Arkansas, and U.S. 75 as 
an interstate highway from I-244 to I-40 at Henryetta. Designating U.S. 412 and U.S. 75 as interstates elevates the 
visibility and marketability of the Tulsa region and increases our economic development potential at the national 
level.

Why vote for this?
Availability of surface transportation routes is a large factor in economic development site selection. Additional 
interstates through Tulsa would make us a transportation hub and increase our economic development potential. 

Points: ________

WORKFORCE & HR

Q: CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM: Strengthen alternatives to incarceration and support reforms in sentencing, 
reentry and rehabilitation that safely reduce the prison population and enable nonviolent offenders to reenter 
the workforce. This should include investments in treatment and early-diversion efforts for individuals suffering 
from mental illness and addiction, increased access to training and job placement for those incarcerated or being 
released, as well as structural changes in the criminal justice system. These smart-on-crime reforms would improve 
community safety, reduce recidivism, lessen the burden on prisons and safety net programs, and enable more ex-
offenders to contribute meaningfully to Oklahoma's economy.

Why vote for this?
Overly punitive sentencing practices have taxed our prison system and contributed to massive increases in prison 
populations, with escalating costs for taxpayers and high recidivism rates. Oklahoma has also incarcerated more 
women than any other state. Supporting criminal justice reform initiatives will help to address the root causes of 
crime and help people who have committed low-level offenses return to productive lives.

Points: ________
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R: OCAST INTERNSHIP PROGRAM EXPANSION: We support the growth and development of our engineering 
workforce and urge the state to create incentives that encourage businesses to hire interns. One program that has 
brought a great return on investment to the state of Oklahoma is the OCAST internship program. Businesses are 
awarded matching funds to hire one or two interns for up to two years to help in the development of a specific 
technical project. At the end of the internship, many companies find full-time employment for their interns. This 
program aids the workforce by developing an engineering pipeline and incentivizes them to stay in Oklahoma. 
Even though the program has a high rate of success, several internships go unfilled due to lack of funding. The 
creation of an incentive that is close or equal to the matching program award would help companies fill the gaps 
created by funding shortfalls.

Why vote for this?
This program has been successful in connecting interns with full-time employment and could help prevent 
Oklahoma talent leaving the state to find jobs. Tesla recently stated its concern that Tulsa did not have enough 
engineering talent to support the jobs needed to open a manufacturing plant in Oklahoma. This type of program is 
an example of how to attract and retain talent within the state by using incentives to benefit both interns and local 
businesses.  

Points: ________
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DEVELOPMENT, ECONOMY & TAXES
SUPPORT FUNDING FOR CRITICAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS: Strongly support, or oppose efforts to 
cut, targeted economic development funding for programs proven to be effective and beneficial to the Tulsa region. These 
include the Economic Development Administration (EDA) grants for infrastructure and planning and the Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership (MEP), a program under the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Institute of Standards 
and Technology. MEP partners with the Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance (OMA) to help small- and medium-sized 
manufacturers create and retain jobs, improve overall business resilience, and increase bottom-line performance. The 
program returns $65 for each $1 invested in new sales for Oklahoma manufacturers, and OMA ranks in the top three MEP 
centers in the United States. Assure OMA funding remains at current levels or higher in its partnership with MEP.         

EDUCATION
FUND PELL GRANT PROGRAM AND ALLOW PELL GRANTS FOR CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT: Maintain current 
funding levels for the Pell Grant program, oppose attempts to cap per-student grants and support the reduction of the 
number of hours required to receive a Pell Grant. Support the bipartisan legislation (the Go to High School, Go to College 
Act) to expand the Department of Education pilot program that extends Pell eligibility to high school students participating 
in concurrent enrollment.

ENERGY
PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINISTRATION REAUTHORIZATION: Support legislative 
proposals reauthorizing safety programs under the U.S. Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA). 
Funding critical safety efforts is essential, and we support proposals to improve safety outcomes by modernizing data 
collection and information sharing systems, updating regulations, and utilizing developments in technology. We also 
support efforts to strengthen criminal penalties for damaging pipeline facilities. Reauthorizing and reenergizing these 
safety programs under PHMSA will ensure the reliable delivery of energy resources for both producers and consumers in 
our region.

ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY
EXTEND THE FEDERAL INVESTMENT TAX CREDIT: Encourage the long-term extension of the federal Investment Tax 
Credit (ITC), which is currently phasing out and set to expire in 2022, for solar energy and all other technologies historically 
included in this incentive. Additionally, we encourage stand-alone energy storage as an eligible technology for the ITC. 
Oklahoma continues to develop and utilize wind energy to maintain some of the lowest electricity rates in the country. 
Extension of the federal ITC for solar and energy storage systems builds on that success and continues to place our state at 
the forefront of new technology in the energy sector.

HEALTH CARE ADVOCACY
FEDERAL HEALTH CARE REFORM: Encourage Congress to seek consistency and certainty as key principles to the 
structure and financing of Medicaid. Proposals that increase Oklahoma’s uninsured rate and transfer federal risk to the state 
create an unpredictable environment that erodes the stability of the health care system.

REGIONAL TOURISM
UPGRADE AIR TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE: Strongly encourage Congress to allocate funding for antiquated 
air traffic control facilities when identified through their national air space system capital investment plan as a severely 
deficient facility and support alternative legislation and/or rule changes to meet the needs of these critical facilities vital to 
the air transportation industry. The current tower at Tulsa International Airport was built in 1968 and fails to meet present-
day operational standards. Congress must support any comprehensive federal infrastructure package that includes funding 
for this issue. Funding with only local pre-COVID dollars would increase the cost per enplanement at the airport, which 
would negatively impact airline growth in Tulsa. Due to severe financial strain of airport resources, there is no local funding 
available. 

TASK FORCE TOP ISSUES – FEDERAL
Automatically added to the 2021 OneVoice Regional Legislative Agenda 
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SMALL BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP
SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION AND RESEARCH: Make permanent the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and 
Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs. These programs aid research and development, spur innovation and 
create jobs by fostering the commercialization of new products through federal investment and collaboration.

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE
MCCLELLAN-KERR ARKANSAS RIVER NAVIGATION SYSTEM: Increase congressional appropriations to address the 
approximately $229 million backlog of critical maintenance on the MKARNS. Failure to do so continues to put the system at 
risk of a long-term navigation shutdown due to failure of waterway infrastructure such as locks and dams. Support and fund 
the on-time completion of the White River Entrance Channel Cut-off PED (Preconstruction, Engineering, and Design phase) 
in the Army Corps of Engineers’ Work Plan, at a cost of $5.7 million per year for the next two years. The PED is the last 
hurdle before the project can be fully funded and constructed. Unaddressed, this problem, caused by the tendency of the 
White and Arkansas rivers to merge during flooding, will lead to a loss of navigation on the entire system. Finally, continue 
to support efforts to deepen the MKARNS to its 12-feet authorized depth, thereby increasing barge productivity by up to 
40%.

WORKFORCE & HR
SUPPORT TRAINING OF MIDDLE-SKILL WORKERS: Support efforts to meet current industry needs for middle-skill 
workers eligible for jobs that require training beyond high school but less than a four-year college degree. This includes: 

• Funding the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act at the level recommended by Congress as reauthorized in 
2014.

• Providing dedicated support for partnerships between industry and higher education and vocational technology 
schools.

• Increasing funding for the Work Opportunity Tax Credit and expanding this program's support to include 
apprenticeships and other work-based learning.

• Expand alternative pathways to employment, including apprenticeships, to allow for greater flexibility in learning 
opportunities.
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PROPOSED PRIORITIES FOR 2021 – FEDERAL

DEVELOPMENT, ECONOMY & TAXES

A: AMERICAN INDIAN LANDS TAX CREDIT: Encourage the long-term extension of the federal American Indian 
Lands Tax Credit. The American Indian Lands Tax Credit is a key economic development tool for Oklahoma, 
allowing both the accelerated depreciation of investments made on former reservation land and employment tax 
credits when employing tribal members or their spouses. Oklahoma has the largest percentage of the country’s 
Native American population, and more than two-thirds of the state qualifies for this incentive. Extending the credit, 
and ensuring its benefits are retroactive to its expiration, is critical in fostering continued business investment in 
Oklahoma.
 
Why vote for this?
Our state disproportionately benefits from this federal tax credit due to previous tribal ownership of our land, as 
well as our demographic makeup. As Oklahoma gains selective benefit from this economic development tool, we 
should encourage our congressional delegation to support and champion its extension.  

Points: ________

B: ARKANSAS RIVER CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT: Support efforts to expedite the implementation of the Arkansas 
River Corridor Project for river infrastructure improvements. Allow federal match credit to be accrued for state and 
local expenditures in order to advance construction activity while preserving the Tulsa region’s access to future 
federal funding for this authorized project.

Why vote for this?
Funds have been secured at both the state and local levels, but planning and construction cannot move forward 
without federal appropriations. Projects advocated for in this issue statement are separate from the Vision Tulsa river 
projects currently underway. There are other dams and shore stabilization measures that need federal approval. Few 
issues would impact our regional economy like development along the Arkansas River, which is one of the region’s 
greatest natural resources with huge economic potential.  

Points: ________

EDUCATION

C: REFORM FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID: Support the reform of federal financial aid and eligibility. Simplify student 
loans by ensuring interest does not accrue while the borrower is in school, setting student loan interest rates 
based on Treasury bond rates and enacting other student loan reforms. Allow short-term, industry-driven training 
programs to qualify and expand student loan forgiveness programs for graduates in high-demand occupations 
with workforce shortages. These strategies will enhance career readiness and meet the demands of the workplace. 

Why vote for this?
Financial aid is becoming an increasing necessity for accessing postsecondary education in America - financial aid 
grants have increased by 75% in the last decade. However, as costs increase and workforce needs change, financial 
aid must be reformed accordingly.

Points: ________
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D: IDEA FUNDING: Reauthorize and fully fund federal mandates under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) and pass the appropriations bill for discretionary funding.

Why vote for this?
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act makes available a free appropriate public education to eligible 
children with disabilities and ensures special education and related services to those children, which they need 
to thrive. When Congress passed IDEA, they promised to cover 40% of the extra cost of special education. 
Unfortunately, Congress has never come close to fulfilling that promise. The number of students with disabilities 
served under IDEA has increased by 25% in the past two decades, yet the IDEA state grant program was only 
funded at around $12 billion in 2017. The federal government is only covering 14.6% of the additional cost.

Points: ________

ENERGY

E: ACTIVELY PROMOTE GREATER USE OF NATURAL GAS: As our national energy system continues to evolve, 
natural gas should continue to play an increasing role as an affordable fuel that can significantly reduce 
greenhouse gases. Support measures to reduce or eliminate barriers to greater use of American-produced natural 
gas, including CNG, LNG, GTL, NGLs and renewable natural gas. Oklahoma is the third-largest producer of natural 
gas in the United States, and the Department of Energy should facilitate full development of this resource to 
strengthen our national security, economic outlook and geopolitical position in the world. Federal action on this 
initiative has the potential to significantly increase our region’s job creation in the production and manufacturing 
sectors.

Why vote for this?
Oklahoma is the third-largest producer of natural gas in the United States – growth in utilization will only help our 
state. 

Points: ________

F: ACCELERATE PERMITTING OF ENERGY PROJECTS: Support efforts to accelerate federal permitting for projects 
necessary to achieve domestic energy independence. Legislative and administrative efforts should focus on 
ensuring concurrent and timely permitting for all federally required approvals and encourage coordination and 
communication with state permitting. These projects would create a boom in the U.S. domestic economy, support 
job creation, strengthen our trade balance, and increase product security and price stability on a global scale.

Why vote for this?
According to the Bipartisan Policy Center, delaying vital projects could cost the United States up to $3.7 trillion, 
which includes effects of prolonging inefficiencies and lost economic opportunity. Improvements in the permitting 
process can be achieved without changing the standards and environmental reviews upon which decisions are 
made. Enhanced efficiencies will also lead to increased private sector investment.

Points: ________
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ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY

G: SUPPORT FUNDING FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE: Encourage Congress to pass an 
infrastructure bill that includes funding for water infrastructure programs. Our communities rely on federal funding 
for the water and wastewater infrastructure through EPA’s Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
programs. Adding other funding sources for water infrastructure and water resource planning from the U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation, Department of Agriculture, and the Army Corps of Engineers – including research funding from 
the Department of Energy for the development of treatment technologies of produced water for other beneficial 
uses – are all imperative to helping Oklahoma communities address the billions in critical infrastructure needs.

Why vote for this?
Infrastructure in our communities is crumbling, including that for water and wastewater. Congress will likely focus on 
infrastructure in 2021, as the new deadline on the FAST Act (the nation’s highway surface transportation bill) is set 
for Sept. 30, 2021.  

Points: ________

H: SUPPORT FUNDING FOR EPA BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM: Encourage Congress to maintain, or even increase, 
current funding levels for the EPA’s Brownfields Program. Federal funding for rehabilitating brownfield sites is vital 
for Oklahoma’s communities to address core environmental challenges and reopen land for successful economic 
development and growth.

Why vote for this?
Without assistance from the EPA through the Brownfields Program, Tulsa wouldn’t have ONEOK Field, the BOK 
Center or development at the new USA BMX headquarters site. In 2018, the city received a major grant for 
revitalization along Route 66. According to the EPA, for each dollar spent on brownfield grant funding within a 
municipality, the local government sees two to seven dollars generated in new tax revenue. Revitalized brownfield 
sites are economic drivers that can redefine a community. 

Points: ________
 

HEALTH CARE ADVOCACY

I: REMOVE BARRIERS TO NEEDED INPATIENT TREATMENT IN OKLAHOMA: Open doors for recovery through 
repeal of the federal Institutions for Mental Disease (IMD) exclusion policy for Medicaid payments and the 190-day 
lifetime limit for inpatient treatment of Medicare recipients.

Why vote for this?
The IMD exclusion denies federal payment for inpatient services furnished to otherwise eligible Medicaid beneficia-
ries in psychiatric hospitals or freestanding residential psychiatric or substance use disorder facilities with more than 
sixteen beds. This has left the states with the financial responsibility for psychiatric inpatient and residential care. In 
many cases, the IMD exclusion effectively prevented Medicaid beneficiaries from accessing specialized behavioral 
health services in a residential setting.

Points: ________
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J: USE OF TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATIONS IN THE DELIVERY OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES: Incentivize 
innovations and standardization in technology (EMR/EHR/HIE) to improve access to health care data and patient 
services through the sharing of health records to maximize health care delivery across all providers, including 
physical, mental/behavioral, substance abuse and social services. Build on what we have learned from the 
COVID-19 pandemic regarding the elimination of regulatory barriers, which impede the use of such technology, 
and maximize efficiencies for improved patient health with particular attention to include vulnerable populations. 
Develop standards for data exchange to further inter- and intra-state technology development to advance 
interoperability and integrated care.

Why vote for this?
Telemonitoring technology allows health care professionals the freedom to monitor critical health symptoms, signs 
and even blood levels while being located far away from the patient. As far as telehealth is concerned, allied health 
care jobs have benefited the most. These telemedicine options can significantly shorten patient wait times, improve 
health care access in rural areas and improve the overall efficiency of health care delivery systems. The replacement 
of paper-based records with electronic health records has been a massive game-changer in the health care 
industry. This development has not only made it possible for patients to access their medical records effortlessly, 
but also ensures that critical errors are caught promptly.

Points: ________

REGIONAL TOURISM

K: FEDERAL HISTORIC TAX CREDITS: Maintain federal Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits for the restoration of 
historic buildings. For 30 years, these credits have been an important catalyst for incentivizing private investment 
to preserve our nation’s historically significant buildings and revitalize the historic cores of American cities. The 
existing 20% income tax credit for certified historic structures and 10% credit for certain noncertified historic 
structures should be preserved. Additionally, support the School Infrastructure Modernization Act, which expands 
the tax credit to include historic school buildings that still operate as educational institutions.

Why vote for this?
Federal historic tax credits have attracted $415 million in rehabilitation and directly created 3,200 jobs across 
Oklahoma. These credits provide incentives for business owners to locate in existing spaces, bringing fresh energy 
to main streets and urban cores across our region.

Points: ________

L: AVIATION INDUSTRY EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDING: Provide continued federal emergency funding to the air 
transportation industry following the monumental disruption caused by COVID-19. Today, airports and airlines 
are burning through cash reserves, airline fleets are grounded, airlines are laying off thousands of employees 
and the industry’s supply chain is at risk. Congress must consider all actions that will provide near-term resources 
until demand strengthens, including additional relief funding; passage of the Airport Infrastructure Readiness 
Act; funding for the federal air traffic control system; amending legislation that would allow airport projects 
to be eligible for Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act loans; and the passage of the Local 
Infrastructure Act, which will provide airports with greater flexibility to manage bond debt.

Why vote for this?
Government shutdowns, bans on international travel and general consumer sentiment have all contributed to the 
devastating impact on aviation manufacturing, general aviation and commercial activity. In 2017, the Oklahoma 
Aeronautics Commission published a report that indicated aviation is the state’s second-largest economic driver, 
behind energy and before agriculture, generating an economic impact of $11.7 billion in Tulsa alone.

Points: ________
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SMALL BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

M: PROVIDE COVID-19 BUSINESS LIABILITY PROTECTIONS: As businesses navigate a safe return to work, the 
possibility of a COVID-related lawsuit looms over all employers. These lawsuits could be especially devastating to 
small businesses. Congress should adopt legislation that gives businesses clear guidance on how to comply with 
necessary workplace COVID-19 protections and extends a legal safe harbor to those who have made efforts to do 
so. At the same time, efforts should be made to ensure that the guidance is flexible for a variety of businesses and 
industries, rather than prescriptive and burdensome.

Why vote for this?
COVID-19-related liability protections would create a legal safe harbor that protects small business owners working 
to stay open while protecting the health and safety of their employees and customers. Without further certainty, the 
threat of a COVID-19-related lawsuit will loom over every employer. 

Points: ________

N: SBA LOAN PROGRAMS: Support implementation of the Small Business 7(a) Lending Oversight Reform Act to 
increase lending to small businesses and startups. Additionally, support legislation that allows small business 
owners to refinance existing commercial debt using SBA’s 504 loan program; and support SBA’s 8(a) program for 
disadvantaged small businesses. This will increase the availability of capital for small businesses and accelerate the 
creation of jobs and the growth of our economy.
 
Why vote for this?
SBA loans are made available to small businesses to provide access to capital in situations where a line of credit 
would otherwise not be sufficient for such a loan. These are federally guaranteed to banks, which are then able to 
loan to such companies. The Small Business 7(a) Lending Oversight Reform Act allowed an increase in the lending 
cap of the 7(a) SBA program, the most widely used of its kind, and provided flexibility and efficiency in loan awards 
and regulations.

Points: ________

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE

O: TULSA’S LEVEE SYSTEM: Continue to support addressing the critical infrastructure needs of Tulsa's aging 
levee system, the importance of which was dramatically evidenced in 2019 by extended releases of water from 
Keystone Dam and the resulting downstream flooding. The recently approved feasibility study provides the 
basis for Preconstruction, Engineering and Design (PED) and, ultimately, construction of needed improvements. 
Support approval of a new Water Resources Development Act and timely federal appropriations and financing 
to implement the authorized improvements in the most expeditious manner. The Army Corps of Engineers has 
designated the Tulsa levees among the top 5% highest-risk levee systems in the country. If one levee fails, it would 
be catastrophic for homeowners, nationally strategic oil refineries and multiple industries currently protected by 
the system, and have devastating environmental impacts for our region.

Why vote for this?
The Tulsa levee system is one of the highest-risk levee systems in the country. Our federal delegation and the Army 
Corps of Engineers have recognized the serious condition our levee system is in, but continued advocacy is needed 
to ensure improvements are made before another extreme flooding event like 2019. 

Points: ________
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P: SUPPORT FEDERAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING REAUTHORIZATION: Support timely 
reauthorization of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, which authorizes federal surface 
transportation programs. The economic success of our region and country relies upon the strength of our 
transportation infrastructure. A coordinated federal/state/local-based decision-making process, building on 
the flexibility of previous multi-year transportation reauthorizations, and a reinvigorated, robust and sustainable 
funding source similar to the original Highway Trust Fund is necessary to enable the country, state and region to 
achieve much-needed progress in addressing critical infrastructure needs, including our regional priorities.

Why vote for this?
Congress has passed an extension to the FAST Act that will move the deadline for reauthorization to 2021. Many 
of the Tulsa region’s transportation and infrastructure projects could be supported through this effort. Long-term 
authorization will grant stability to the region as we plan out upcoming infrastructure projects.

Points: ________

WORKFORCE & HR

Q: FEDERAL IMMIGRATION REFORM: Support comprehensive immigration reform that enables the United States 
to attract and retain the best and brightest talent from around the world. Steps should be taken to secure borders 
and establish reasonable, affordable and efficient visa policies that empower American businesses to hire essential 
workers and remove barriers for top talent to work in the country. Immediate steps should be taken to address 
workforce shortages in specialty and technology occupations, including increasing the cap on H-1B visas and 
improving H-1B fairness for small- and medium-sized employers by lowering application fees and eliminating the 
lottery-selection process in favor of a needs-based system. Oppose further state legislation related to immigration 
reform. 

Why vote for this?
Our employers need the ability to hire the best and the brightest talent from around the world. A comprehensive 
immigration reform plan that removes barriers for top talent to work in the U.S. will address workforce shortages in 
specialty and technology jobs.

Points: ________

R: IMPROVING THE WORKFORCE PIPELINE: Provide the authorized funding levels for all core workforce and 
training programs under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and maintain funding levels for 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Wagner-Peyser Act. Provide states enhanced flexibility within WIOA funding 
streams to respond to longer-term demographic and labor market trends. Continue to scale up apprenticeships 
and other earn-and-learn strategies, and ensure continuous improvement for WIOA by facilitating integrated 
service delivery, data access and research.

Why vote for this?
Having a strong workforce pipeline gives Oklahoma a competitive edge when attracting and retaining businesses. 
Providing apprenticeships and other earn-and-learn strategies will help keep our home-grown talent in the state 
and also provide needed on-the-job training that can lead to better job opportunities in the future.

Points: ________ 


